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EDITORIAL 


Rev. John M. Wells, D.D. 


Dr. John M. Wells passed away. at his home in 
Sumter, S. C., on Friday, January 2, at 12:00, 
P. M., following a heart attack about 10:30 o’clock 
that morning at his home. | 


Dr. Wells was born in Hines County, Miss., 
on July 16, 1870, the son of William Calvin and 
Mary E. Miller Wells. He was educated at Jack- 
son, Mississippi, Collegiate Academy and secured 
his M.A. Degree from Southwestern Presbyterian 
University in 1889, and graduated from Union 
Theological Seminary, Richmond, Va., in 1893. He 
was ordained on October 29th 1893 by Lexington 
Presbytery. He served the Buena Vista Preshy- 
terian Church of Western Virginia from 1893 to 
1896, when he went to the Staunton, Virginia, 
Church, serving that church from 1896 to 1901. 
From 1901 to 1921 he was pastor of the First Pres- 
byterian Church at Wilmington, N. C., From 1921 
to 1924 he was President of Columbia Theological 
Seminary at Columbia, S. C. From 1924 to Sep- 
tember list, 1942, he was pastor of the Sumter, 
S. C., Presbyterian Church. He resigned this pas- 
torate on the advice of his physician and was elect- 
ed Pastor Emeritus. He was Moderator of the 


General Assembly in 1917, Moderator of the Synod 


of North Carolina in 1908 and of the Synod of 
South Carolina in 1932. In 1936 he was Sprunt 
lecturer at the Union Theological Seminary in 
Richmond, Va. 


Among the degrees conferred upon him was that 
of Ph.D. by Wesleyan University in 1897; D.D., 
by Davidson College in 1906; D.D., by Washing- 
ton & Lee in 1917; LL.D., by Southwestern Pres- 
byterian University in 1922. He was the author 
of a Treatise on “Influences that Formed the 
Puritan Party’’ which was issued in 1897. In 1936 
he issued another volume, ‘Southern Presbyterian 
Worthies.” 


In 1894 he married Miss Sarah Maslin of Moore- 
field. W. Va., who died in February 1945. A son, 
John M. Wells, Jr., died in February, 1946. The 
following children survive him: W. C. Wells, III, 


of Jackson, Miss., Thomas M. Wells of Sacra- 
mento, Calif.; Mrs. William Blakely, of Moores- 


ville. N. C.; and Miss Catherine S. Wells, of Sum- 
ter, S. C. He is also survived by one brother, Major 
W. Calvin Wells of Jackson, Miss. 


Funeral services were held at 4:00 o’clock Fr: 
day afternoon, January 3, in the First Presby. 
terian Church of Sumter, S. C. Services were con- 
ducted by the Pastor, Rev. Richard R. Potter, who 
was assisted by Rev. William A. Gamble, of St 
Paul’s Presbyterian Church of Charlotte, N. C, 
and Rev, John M. Groves, of Mayesville, S. C. Se 
lections from the Scriptures chosen by Dr. Wells 
for this occasion were read. Burial took place at 
Jackson, Miss., on Monday, January 6. 


It was the happy privilege of this editor to be 
very closely associated with Dr. Wells in many 
ways. He was President of Columbia Seminary 
when we were there. We knew him both as Presi- 
dent and beloved teacher and friend. When we 
were married in Columbia, S. C., in June, 1922, Dr. 


Wells was one of the officiating ministers. He was 


one of the moving spirits in the organization of 


our Southern Presbyterian Journal group, and one 


of our Associate Editors. He will be greatly missed 
by our group as well as by his other many friends. 
Let us all be praying that God will raise up other 
younger men to carry on the splendid type of 
work which so filled the life of our good friend, 
Dr. Wells. —H.B.D. 


Undermining 


The Church has a definite relationship to the 
economic system, but not the relationship some 
men and organizations are assuming today. 


The Church’s message is one of honesty; honesty 
by employer, not only in the goods which he 
manufactures but also in the payment of just 


‘wages to those who produce. This message is 


to those who labor with their hands, that they 
shall give honest value in time and effort for 
wages received. 


In fact, Christianity offers the only solution 
the unfortunate clashes between employer 42 
employee, so rife today, and only too frequently 
fanned into flame by those who use such strife 
to discredit our present capitalistic system in favor 
of a planned economy. 
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Who are our capitalists? There are a few who 
ye possessors of great wealth and who because 
ff this wield great power and carry grave re- 
ponsibilities. But, every man or woman who has 
life insurance is a capitalist. Every one with a 
hank account, no matter how small, is a capitalist. 
Yoney is not permitted to lie idle; it is used in 
various projects and industries to produce more 


wealth. 


As one surveys the religious field today one is 
impressed with how the so-called liberal tendency 
i) theology carries with it a swing to the left in 
onomie outlook. 


We find the “profit motive” assailed as un- 
christian and a new economy of “cooperatives” and 
socialized planning outlined as the Christian goal. 


It is high time that Christian business men be- 
cme aware of the activities of these Church lead- 
ers who, never having met a pay roll in their lives, 
and living almost exclusively on salaries derived 
fom Church contributions, set themselves up as 
economic specialists and then proceed to under- 
mine confidence in the system which has brought 
the greatest material blessing to the greatest 
number of people in any nation at any time of 
the world’s history. 


Certainly the Church should preach clearly a 
message of honesty instead of greed; of fairness 
instead of oppression, Surely the Church’s great 
task is to make Christian capitalists and Christian 
laborers, but, the Church is being led far afield 
when it is used as a cover to change one economic 
system for another. 


We do not ask business men to take the word 
of this writer. We suggest that they secure some 
of the bulletins of the Federal Council on economic 
affairs and find how agents of this organization 
are advocating, working and lobbying for economic 
ore very different from those traditionally 
American. 


This situation has become so brazen, and so 
grave that David Lawrence, one of America’s best 
known writers, devoted two pages in the Decem- 
ber 17th issue of The “United States News” to a 
— expose of these activities of the Federal 
ouncil. 


If the Federal Council wishes to continue these 
activities Christian business men certainly have the 
nght to withhold their contributions towards such 
unwarranted attacks. —L.N.B. 


Common Sense On 


Church Union 


In the January issue of The Calvin Forum Dr. 
Clarence Bouma has an editorial under the cap- 
tion, “Common Sense On Church Union.” It ex- 
Presses thoughts in language the layman will ap- 
preclate. A number of our most intelligent lay- 
men have been saying in effect: “We need more 
‘cmmon sense in discussions concerning 
Church Union. Many of our discussions are too 
highly colored by emotion, prejudice, and shallow 
thinking.’? In this editorial Dr. Bouma embodies 
some views which coincide with the ideas of our 
thoughtful laymen. He quotes a penetrating state- 
ment by Dr. John Van Ess, a highly respected and 


widely known missionary of the Reformed Church 
in America. 


Here are the words of discernment which Dr. 
Van Ess has offered to his own denomination: “In 
effect the argument is that if by union we double 
our membership we shall be twice as strong. I per- 
sonally should hesitate if given the choice to have 
any member of my body doubled in size. Or to 
change the figure, a division of soldiers is not 
strengthened by merging two regiments of the 
same division. The great British Army contains 
kilted Highlanders and turbaned Sikhs, but each 
fights best when allowed scope for its familiar tra- 
ditions. The real issue is loyalty to the one throne 
and the one flag ... We do not become more 
freely conservative or evangelical or Calvinistic 
merely by doubling our numbers through union 


with others who think as we do. We must in the 


light of our own failures rethink and revalue and 
reimplement our heritage for ourselves.” 


Some have argued that church mergers have a 
salutary effect upon the mission field. Missionary 
Van Ess does not see it this way. He writes: “‘That 


we (missionaries) need a new stimulus for broader 


vision to be attained by enlarging our fields is to 
my mind at least very questionable. You can see 
as much with a microscope as you can with a tele- 


-seope and we in Arabia, with a whole peninsula 


still practically unoccupied and _ grossly under- 
staffed as it is, keep hoping and praying for more 
missionaries to do the work which is not a new 
opportunity, but an old and solemn obligation 
which we long ago solemnly undertook ... just 
how two neighboring families living in separate 
houses demonstrate their essential love and unity 
by moving into one big house rather puzzles me, 
particularly if they have never quarreled and 
have lived in amity next to each other.” 


As Presbyterians we have assumed a legitimate 
amount of pride in our common sense view of 
things. We believe that these observations of Dr. 
Van Ess will be heartily endorsed by the common 
sense point of view of our Ruling Elders. an 


Presbyterian 


Succession 


Dr. R. L. Dabney, before the Genera] Assembly 
of 1897, is quoted as saying that the two regulative 
ideas of Calvinism are: The Being and Nature of 
God, and His Purpose as revealed in the Scriptures. 
These two principles can hardly fail to include: 
The Trinity, Sovereignty, Foreordaination, Deity 
of the Lord Jesus Christ, Virgin Birth, Miracles, 
Resurrection, Second Coming. Neither can there 
be much room for argument as to the position 
which Dr. Dabney and the generality of our spiri 
ual forebears held on such matters. 7 


It would be a question of small moment were 
these data extraneous. to the Gospel, or were 
they mere Denominationalism. But they are su- 
preme. In fact, they and their allied doctrines and 
facts underlying, are of such nature that without 
them, no Gospel could ever have been. Biblical 
Christianity is what it is only on account of these 
fundamentals. 


Therefore the question of vital importance both 


as relates to the future of our Church and to the 
character of the men whose ministry is contingent 
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on their. oath of accord with our creed, is: Who 
are in the true line of succession? Are those who 
believe these facts and doctrines the ones in di- 
rect spiritual descent, or are those who reject or 
question them? There can be but one true descent. 
And that descent is comprised of those who ac- 
cept and believe, in these premises. And the hu- 
man arbiter in the case is of necessity the Church 
court composed of those who believe and accept. 
Thus it would seem that the true line of Presby- 
terian succession would be assured. But thereby 
hangs a tale. 


Our fathers in Faith had no idea that any 
would arise to substitute a mere subscription to 
the Creed for bona fide acceptance of the funda- 
mentals of Divine Revelation. But a reputed 
anomaly is faced here. From hearsay and from 
reading, one gathers that a candidate for the 
Ministry or a Minister already in Orders and on 
examination for reception by a Presbytery, may 
evade actual endorsement and literal conformity, 
on either or both of two counts: (1) He can “Be- 
lieve the Scriptures to be the only infallible rule 
of faith and practice,” though with reservations, 
or (2) he can ‘‘accept the system of doctrine,” but: 
with exceptions touching certain matters which 
his reason cannot endorse, or which those who pull 
the strings for the marionettes disapprove. Now, 
if this be true, then it means that either the 
Gospel] has been changed for them as Christians, 
or that there has arisen a change of mind in them 
as Presbyterians. Accordingly, we would have on 
the one hand a Gospel which is not the Gospel, 
and on the other, a succession which is not Presby- 
terian succession. 


No man is compelled to be a Presbyterian. But 
there should be no escape-clause and no desire 
for one, on the part of those who claim to be 
Presbyterians. Integrity should impel any man to 
be above-board. There is a difference between 
heresy and hypocrisy. And whatever else may be 
said, it remains that whoever either “believes the 
Scriptures” or ‘‘accepts the Creed” in such fashion 
as to harbor the idea of denying any of the 
factual or doctrinal data of the Word of God, 
surely forfeits a place in the true line of Presby- 
terian Succession. —R.F.G. 


Niemoeller’s 
Testimony 


In another column we present a report of the. 


sermon Pastor Martin Niemoeller delivered in 
Atlanta, Ga. In this address, which comes out of 
eight years in a Nazi concentration camp, there is 
a testimony which we all need. Like Martin 
Luther, Martin Niemoeller spoke from the Word 
of God and for the Word of God. His call is away 
from the hirelings to the Good Shepherd! Away 
from the nostrums of the modern mind to the 
Voice of Jesus Christ! Away from leaders who sell 
out the flock for their own prestige, to Him who 
gave His life for the sheep! 


Martin Niemoeller is quite certain that no credit 
for any stand made belongs to himself, to his asso- 
ciates, or to his church people. “By grace are ye 
saved, not of works lest any man should boast.” 
The Church is justified not by its deeds or works. 
All the honor belongs to God in His grace, all the 
credit accrues to the Good Shepherd who called us 


to Himself by His Voice and Power. The Church 
which stands is the Church which surrounds the 
Lord and Saviour who is the Saviour of sinnes 
not of those who justify themselves. | 


Finally, according to Niemoeller, the Church oe. 
ists wherever the Voice of the Good Shepherd jg 


_ proclaimed, heard and believed, wherever Jesys 


Christ speaks forgiveness to those who trust jp 
Him. Form is not essential to the being of the 
Church. All belong to the One Shepherd, to the 
one flock, who hear the Voice of the Good Shep- 
herd. We do not have to wait on organizational] 
unifications to make us one in Jesus Christ. Amen 
and Amen and Amen! May our American Chris 
tianity hear the Voice of the Good Shepherd as 
this man of God has declared it unto us! 

—Wnm. C.R. 


The Voice Of The Good 
Shepherd 


(John X:11-16) 


Report Of Address By Pastor Martin Niemoeller 
To. The Christian People Of Atlanta, Jan. 1, 1947 


By Rev. Wm. C. Robinson, D.D.* 


In behalf of the suffering people of Central Ev- 
rope I wish first to thank you for your physical 
contributions which have literally kept thousands 
of us from starving. Then in behalf of the perse- 
cuted pastors of Germany and of the other Nazi- 
dominated lands I wish to thank you for your spir. 
itual support. The last time IL ever saw my old 
father when he visited my concentration camp in 
1940, he assured me of the greetings and prayers 
of the Christian brethren of the world, from the 
Esquimaux of Alaska to the natives of Sumatra. 


What can we give in-return for your physical 


-and spiritual contributions? We have nothing phy- 
sical to offer. But God has given us a richness, 2 


new experience of His Word and of the truth of 
His Word, and that is the present I give you for 
this New Year. This means a real enrichment. for 
the suffering people of Europe and for all the 
world. The one Word of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ has gained new’reality and this ‘is the 
rich possession we take into the future. The: mes 
sage of John x:11-16 has become quite new for us 
during these years of suffering. Our Lord Jesus 
Christ says: “I am the Good Shepherd, the Good 
Shepherd layeth down His life for the sheep. He 
that is an hireling and not a shepherd, whose own 
the sheep are not, beholdeth the wolf coming, and 
leaveth the sheep, and fleeth, and the wolf 
snatcheth them and scattereth them, he fleeth be 
cause he is an hireling ... I am the Good Shep 
there shall be one flock, one Shep 
herd ... My sheep hear My Voice.” : 


We came to see who was the wolf. Adolf Hitler, 


| the Leader of National Socialism, was by nature 


at enmity to the Good Shepherd and tried to do 
away with Him, His Voice and His flock. For when 
he came to kill the Jews, the Church said: Thou 
shalt not kill.”” When he came to disregard the 
family, the Church said: “Thou shalt not comm 
adultery.”” When he came to take the es af 
other people and other nations, the Church said: 


“Thou shalt not steal.” The Church knew that the 
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way of power and force, the way of the master 
nce was not the true way. God’s way is the way 


of love. 


Adolf Hitler was the wolf who sought to do away 
with the Church. But he was a clever wolf who 
ame in sheep’s clothing. He claimed to be the 
teader for the fold. He promised to care for the 
fd and sought to control it. There were hirelings 
yho thought that this was the best, the most secure 
way. When he demanded that the Youth of the 
Church be given over to the Hitler Youth, the 
hirelings agreed. Then he demanded that the 
preachers of Jewish blood be put out, and the 
hirelings gave away the Jewish Christians. The 
leaders of the Church in Germany came to be 
sen as hirelings, | 


Then we turned from these Leaders to the Good 
Shepherd. We flocked together to listen to the 
Voice of Jesus Christ. What does the real Master, 
the Good Shepherd, say? Then the Confessing 
(Church appeared out of all the branches of the 
Church. We would have nothing to do with the 
hirelings. We stand by His Voice and His Word. 
By the acts of the Nazi, the sheep cotes were torn 
and we saw the wolf. Hitler tried, then, to silence 
the Voice of the Good Shepherd. He decided that 
such pastors as put the Word of Jesus Christ above 
the Word of Adolf Hitler must disappear. Thus he 
tried to silence the Voice of the Good Shepherd. 
In 1934 the East Prussia pastors who preached the 
Word of God were exiled to the Rhineland .and to 
Bavaria. But the pastors in these sections of the 
land saw what was. happening, so they sent pas- 
ors to eare for the orphaned flocks in East 
Prussia- and used the exiled pastors to preach to 
their own flocks. As a result the Voice of Jesus 
Christ was heard in both places. 


Then Hitler determined to imprison the Voice of 
Jesus Christ. From 1935 to 1938 hundreds of pas- 
tors were imprisoned. But younger pastors took 
their places, and when they were arrested the lay 


_ people went into the pulpits and the Voice of 


Jesus Christ became louder. These lay preachers of 
the Word were sent to the front and the house- 
wives and young boys from fifteen to seventeen 
went into the pulpits to preach the Word of God, 
which is the Voice of Jesus Christ. My own son 
was taken to the front and killed in Pomerania im 
1945, but not before he, at the age of sixteen, had 
preached his first sermon from my pulpit. Of course 
they were unprepared, but in this case it was given 
to him. The Voice of the Good Shepherd could not 
be silenced even by Adolf Hitler. When the catas- 
trophe came there remained the flock which had 
surrounded its Good Shepherd. 


In concentration camp the pastors who preached — 


the Word were asked to sign a pledge that they 
would never meddle in politics. But politics meant 
not to object to the killing of the Jews. So we 
everyone rejected the pledge. The Word of Jesus 
Christ could not be silenced thus. 


When a pastor was sent to a concentration camp 


his Bible, his hymnbook, his watch, even his wed- 


ding ring, were taken from him. But since I was 
Hitler’s personal prisoner they did not know ex- 
actly what to do with me. The officer in charge 
asked what I wanted and I replied, “My Bible.” 
For ‘four years I was in solitary confinement and 
during these years I literally lived on my Bible. 


“But how could one in solitary confinement make 


the Voice of the Good Shepherd heard in the con- 


centration camp? Every day I heard steps below 
my window of other prisoners taking their daily 
walk. So I placed my chair on the table by the 


window and as they walked below I read to them 


the Holy Scriptures and the prisoners heard the 
Holy Bible, the Voice of the Good Shepherd. I 
later learned that many of these men had not 
heard the Voice of the Good Shepherd for months. 
When I was permitted to walk around I learned 
that one of my schoolmates was in a cell nearby 
and I passed close to his window and gave him a 
verse from the Old Testament and one from the 
New each day. Then I learned by heart the Gospel 
Lesson for the ensuing Sunday and repeated this 
to him on Saturdays as I passed his cell. After a 


while other faces also appeared at his window and 


they all got the Voice of the Good Shepherd. 


A Roman Catholic priest was employed as gar- 
dener outside of my window. By that time I was 
allowed other books and at 9:00 A.M. I used to 
read to him the holy mass from their mass book, 
so in his way this Roman Catholic prisoner also 
heard the Voice of the Good Shepherd, This led to 
the rumor that I was becoming a Roman Catholic. 
Hitler was overjoyed thinking that my defection 
from the Evangelical Church would help break its 
spirit. He had me transferred to Dachau and put 


in a prison with three Roman Catholic priests. But 


they did not try to convert me and I did not try to 
convert them. We lived together as Christian bre- 
thren. They prayed for me in the prayers of their 


_-¢breviary and I taught them a Bible Lesson each 


day. We just took our daily bread from the Word 
of God as the Good Shepherd gave it to us. ~ 


At Christmas, 1944, there were fifteen special 
prisoners or hostages in one camp. Of these, Dr. 
Van Dyke, of Holland, asked the commanding 
officer to allow us to have a Christmas Service of 
Divine worship. As things were looking serious for 
Hitler’s Reich he gave permission. The Roman 
Catholic priests had the service for eight of the 
number, I arranged one for the other seven. I 
feared that I, a German, would be a hindrance - 
for these other men who were from lands overrun 
by the German armies. But what was my surprise 
and delight when Dr. Van Dyke came in and asked 
me to administer the Holy Supper as well as to 
preach. So I went through the six cells and talked 
to the members of my congregation who were 
from every imaginable denomination. I asked each 
one two questions: Do you wish to hear the Voice 
of Jesus Christ who speaks quite personally to 
you? ‘‘My son, thy sins are forgiven thee?” And: 
Do you want the body and the blood of Jesus 
Christ in the form of bread and wine as the assur- 
ance that your sins are forgiven you? They all 
answered in the affirmative, so we had the Holy 
Supper together. 


This was a congregation, not organized by man, 
but given by the Good Shepherd. His sheep heard 
His Voice and surrounded Him in order to be fed 
by His own hand, In that little group was the 
Christian Church in neucleus, out of many nations 
and many creeds, but all forming one flock gath- 
ered by the one Shepherd. Out of this Christmas 
experience of 1944 God taught me that there is 
just one fold and that it is made up of all those 
who listen to the Good Shepherd._In view of my 
experience then I can never be separated from my 
brethren of other denominations. We belong to- 
gether as long as Jesus Christ is in our midst. 
— His Voice, around Him, the Church has 
stood. 
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When the war was over we were tempted to say 
that we had done our duty. But no! The Good 
Shepherd has sustained us by His grace and power, 
in spite of our sin and guilt and weakness. So we 
joined the German people in its guilt and sorrow. 
The Church is not justified by her own deeds or 
works. The Church has surrounded the Lord and 
Saviour who is the Saviour of sinners—not the 
Saviour of those who justify themselves. In Oc- 
tober, 1945, we declared our guilt. Thereafter we 
were received into the World Council of Churches 
and experienced the unity which is true every- 
where Jesus Christ is Lord, Master, and the Good 
Shepherd whom we trust and obey. 


Let us each rise from our own little flocks anq 
their own shepherds to the One Shepherd who 
alone can give life to His fold. This is my present 
to you: that we can all flock around the Ope 
Shepherd. When we seven met in Cell 94 »& 
Dachau, when we gathered for the World Council 
in Geneva, we found that we were all brethren be. 
longing to the one flock of the One Shepherd, 
Hearing His Voice there was peace, peace with 
God, peace with each other, love for each other 
In this realization of our oneness in the Good 
ne we present Him as the Saviour of the 

orld, 


*Professor of Church History in Columbia Theo- 
logical Seminary, Decatur, Ga. 


The Book Of Genesis (II) 


By Rev. Edward J. Young, Ph.D. 


This is the third in the series of articles on Old Testament Introduction by Professor Edward J. Young, 
Ph.D., head of the Department of Hebrew in Westminster Theological Seminary, Philadelphia, Pa. We 
are still able to supply the two previous articles to those who will get in their subscriptions at once. 


Beginning with chapter eleven, verse twenty- 
seven, the book of Genesis lays its emphasis upon 
the preparation of the people of Israel to become 
the covenant nation of God. This preparation is 
seen in the choice of the family of Abraham. 


Abraham is chosen to be the father of a great — 


multitude, God’s own peculiar people. When God 
called him from Ur of the Chaldees He revealed 
a three-fold promise. This promise embraced (1) 
a numerous seed, (2) a land, (3) blessing to the 
whole earth. (Genesis 12:1-3). Upon hearing this 
promise, Abraham, in true faith, left his home 
and obeyed the voice of God. 


The life of faith is not easy. It is a life of trial. 
of difficulty, of testing. And with respect to each 


element of the promise Abraham was tested, He | 


had been promised a numerous seed, but his wife 
was barren, and only after long trial was Isaac 
born. Then came the supreme test, when Abra- 
ham was commanded to slay Isaac. Likewise, a 
land was set before Abraham. It seemed, how- 
ever, as though he should never receive the land. 
He is described as a sojourner (Genesis 12:10); 
he finds the land in the possession of others and 
sees it invaded by distant kings; twice is he 
driven out by famine and is told that his descen- 
dants will be sojourners in a foreign land (Genesis 
15:13). Lastly, he must even purchase the cave of 
Machpelah for a burial place. As to the third ele- 
ment of the promise, namely, that he should be 
a blessing to the world, Abraham was sorely 
tested. Abraham and Lot are compelled to separate. 
Twice must Abraham leave the land and twice, 
because of his sin, does he cause trouble to others. 
He must battle with foreign kings, and he must 
protest to Abimelech, because the wells have been 
taken from him. (Genesis 21:22). 


Such is the picture of Abraham which Genesis 
presents. It then relates the histories of Isaac 
and Jacob, thus setting forth the steps by which, 
under Divine Providence, the people of God are 
finally led into Egypt where they are to be formed 


into the theocratic nation. For purposes of study, 
the following analysis should prove helpful: 


1. The Generations of Terah: Gen. 11:27 - 25:11. 
2. The Generations of Ishmael: Gen. 25:12-18. 

. The Generations of Isaac: Gen. 25:19 - 35:29. 
The Generations of Esau: Gen. 26:1 - 37:2. 
The Generations of Jacob: Gen. 37:2 - 50:26. 


The Trustworthiness Of 
Genesis 


The heart of faith has delighted in the strength 
of Abraham’s reliance upon the promises of God. 
Was Abraham, however, an historical character? 
Are these narratives in Genesis legend or are the} 
trustworthy history? This question is very plainly 
answered by the New Testament. According to the 
New Testament Abraham was an historical char- 
acter, and the narratives in Genesis are to be 
considered as serious history. Our Lord even said, 


“Your father Abraham rejoiced to see my day: 


and he saw it, and was glad.” (John 8:56). For 
the Christian this witness of the Saviour settles 
the matter. If these narratives of Genesis are 
not records of historical fact, it follows that Christ 
was in error. 


There are those who think that the patriarchs 
were not historical characters. Philo, the Jewish 
philosopher, who lived about the time of Christ, 
thought that the life of Abraham was but an 
allegory. In more recent times it has been mait- 
tained that the patriarchs are but personifications 
of the Hebrew nation. Again, it has been held that 
Abraham was a deity, worshipped by the Semites 
of Palestine. Mention must also be made of the 
view of form-criticism, namely, that in Genesis we 
have a collection of ancient stories or sagas which 
have clustered about the names of the patriarchs. 
These stories, it is alleged, being ancient, may 
exhibit accuracy of detail, but since they are 


nothing more than legends, we cannot regar 


Genesis as history. Perhaps the strongest denial 
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of the historicity of the patriarches, however, is to 
he found in the words of the high-priest of modern 
jstructive criticism, Julius Wellhausen. Well- 
yusen says, and he has been followed by many, 
‘Mere (i. @. in the narratives of Genesis) we 


jturally can obtain no historical knowledge about 


the patriarchs, but only about the time in which 
he narratives about them arose among the Israe- 
itish people. This later period, with its essential 
uperficial characteristics, is here (i. e. in Genesis) 
yintentionally thrown back into hoary antiquity, 
snd like a transfigured mirage is reflected there- 


in” 
There the issue sharply presents itself. Is the 


bok of Genesis straightforward history, as the - 


Yew Testament regards it, or is it a collection of 
documents and sagas of questionable historical 
value? In other words, are we to take our stand 
mith the New Testament or with modern negative 
criticism ? 5 
Are There Diverse Documents _ 
In Genesis? 


It is widely held today that the book of Genesis 

a3 we have it was not written by Moses, but 
ensists rather of at least three principle docu- 
ments which were compiled for the most part some- 
time in Israel’s history long before the age of 
Moses. The chief criteria for distinguishing and 
determining these documents are said to be the 
ues Which the documents make of the Divine 
nmes God (Elohim) and Lord (Jehovah). 


In the book of Genesis there are 1534 verses. 
Ahout 802 of these are generally (not by all 
rritics, of course) attributed to the document J, 
343 to P and 364 to F. J is thought to have been 
mitten about 850—800 B. C., E about 750 B. C. 
and P about 450 B. C. (There are many modifi- 
ations of this scheme today). 


Let us ask the question. Are these Divine names 
wfficient criteria upon which to divide the book 
of Genesis into documents? In five chapters (23, 
$4, 86, 37, 47) neither of these names occur. In 
ixteen chapters the name God (Elohim) does not 
ocur, and in seventeen chanters the name Lord 
(Jehovah) does not appear. It must be concluded 
tht these Divine Names are not sufficiently dis- 
tributed in Genesis to serve as criteria for the di- 
vsion of that book into documents. 


This analysis into documents supposed to have 
ben written by different authors simply chops 
uw the book into pieces and destroys its remark- 
able unity. In fact, in some instances it renders the 
book of Genesis almost meaningless. Thus, we read 
in Genesis 17:1 “. . . the Lord (i, e. Jehovah) 
appeared to Abram, and said unto him, I am the 
Almighty God . . .” Here, in one verse are two 
Divine Names, one is said to be characteristic 
o¢J and the other (Almighty God—E] Shaddai) 
oP. How do we account for this? In answer we 
ae told that a redactor probably inserted the 


wrd Lord. The present writer, however, cannot 


test satisfied with such an answer. This docu- 
mentary analysis, as it is held today, is, the writer 
lieves, an obstacle to true progress in the study 
of the Bible. It is a procedure which destroys the 


‘armony and unity of Scripture and which substi- 


tutes a mass of fragments, jumbled and incoherent 
and practically meaningless. | 


Genesis And Archaeology 


In recent years the science of archaeology has 
“st a strong blow at the verdict of Wellhausen, 
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quoted above. The book of Genesis portrays the 
patriarchs as wandering about the hill-country but 
not in the coastal plains or desert. This repre- 
sentation is true to fact. During the patriarchal 
age, the hill country was adapted for semi-nomadic 
groups such as the Patriarchs and their families. 
Furthermore, the existence of nearly every town 
mentioned in the narratives of the Patriarchs has 


been established. The broad background against 


which these narratives move, has thus been shown 
to be accurate and true to fact. 


In the book of Genesis, mention is made of a 
people known as the Horites (Genesis 14:6 ete.). 
For a long time the identity of these people was 
an enigma, and some even denied that such a 
people had ever existed. Their identity is now 
known. Sometime during the second half of the 
third mellennium B. C. they came into Meso- 
potamia. One of their centers was Nuzu, about 
twelve miles southwest of modern Kirkuk. At Nuzu 
there were found thousands of tablets written by 
Hurrian (i. e. Horite) scribes. These tablets cast 
a great amount of light upon events of the patri- 
archal age. 


In Genesis 15:2—4 Abraham’s steward Eliezer 
appears to be his heir, since Abraham is without 
child. The tablets from Nuzu appear to cast light 
upon this situation. At Nuzu a couple which was 
childless might adopt a son. This son might care 
for them in their old age and would be their legal 
heir. If, however, subsequent to the adoption, a 
son was born to the couple, this son would be the 
heir, and the adopted one would have to give way. 
— seems to have been quite frequent at 

uzu, 


Perhaps we have been puzzled at the action of 
Sarah in giving to Abraham her handmaid Hagar. 
According to the tablets of Nuzu a wife which was 
childless was obliged to provide her husband with 
a maid who would bear children for him. The 
children which were born of the slave girl could 
not be driven out as Sarah drove our Hagar 
and Ishmael. Hence, we may well understand Abra- 
ham’s concern over the expulsion of Hagar. The 
incident takes on new meaning as we realize that 


it faithfully reflects the conditions of the time. 


In Genesis 31 we read of the theft of. the tera- 
phim or household gods by Rachel. What was 
Rachel’s purpose in this act? The explanation now 
appears to be clear. A tablet from Nuzu relates 
an incident which is somewhat similar to that 
recorded about Jacob and Laban. A certain man by 
name of Nashwi had an adopted son Wiullu. to 
whom he gave his daughter. Wullu, upon Nashwi’s 
death, is to be his heir. If however, Nashwi should 
beget another son, that son will receive Nashwi’s 
gods, and Wullu must share with him the in- 
heritance. It appears, therefore, that possession 


of the household gods was a sign of headship in 


the family. What Rachel did, therefore, was a very 
grave thing, for when Jacob and Rachel left him, 
Laban had other sons of his own. 7 : 


The reader will perhaps find it of interest to 
note that the name Abraham appears in Babylonia 


at this time. It appears as a personal name, the 
ename of a man who engaged in certain business 


dealings. While this man (his name was probably 
pronounced Abarama) was not the Abraham of the 
Bible, nevertheless the occurrence of the name 
itself is an interesting phenomenon. 
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The few illustrations here given should be suf- 
ficient to convince the reader that the back- 
ground of the narratives of Genesis is. true to 
historical fact. And this is as we should expect. 
For Genesis is a part of that Scripture which 
cannot be broken. It is the infallible Word of 
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Him who is true. May we read it therefore win 
the confidence that as it is true and trustworth 
with respect to its historical background, 50 aly 
is it true and trustworthy with respect to tho, 
promises of salvation which were made unto oy 
fathers, even unto Abraham. ee 


Broadcasting The Gospel! 


By John R. Richardson, D.D.* 


In a new book on homiletics the author voices 
the belief that radio affords the richest oppor- 
tunity of our day to reach the greatest number of 
people with the Gospel. We accept this statement 
at its face value. We believe that in the providence 
of God He has arranged for His message to be de- 
livered to the uttermost parts of the earth through 
the medium of the ether wave. 


'In “Radio - The New Missionary,” by Clarence 
W. Jones, a number of examples are given to show 
how the radio is carrying the Gospel to foreign 
fields in an effective manner, Mr. Jones believes 
that the idea of broadcasting the Gospel should be 
received by the Church as a part of her improved 
methodology. We can thank God that radio can 
speed the message of Salvation to dying souls 
around the world. Mr. Jones also has observed 
that: “The penetrating power of radio gives the 
penetrating Word of God its chance to work! This 
penetration of the Word into hearts and homes 
changes the attitudes of the people toward the 


missionary and his work. The Christian worker © 


knows that ‘The entrance of Thy Words giveth 

light,’ light that destroys ignorance, superstition, 

and intolerance.” This statement is supported by 

multiplied instances from the experience gained 

pe the years of broadcasting The Voice of the 
ndes. 


Up to the present time most discussion in regard 
to broadcasting has dealt with methodology. For 
example, the new volume by Wendell P. Loveless, 
called “The Manual of Gospel Broadcasting,” is 
engrossed very largely with the technique of broad- 
casting. This has its place and should not be under- 
estimated. But after all is said and done, the me- 
chanics of broadcasting do not constitute the 
major factor. The contents of the broadcast must 
ever be recognized as the primary factor, and this 
factor is too frequently ignored. 


It is a well known fact that there are many 
sterile sermons on the air. It is also a matter of 
record that we have some Christian preachers who 
are presenting the saving Gospel of Christ so ef- 
fectively, that many conversions result. The most 
notable example of this in America is the stalwart 
io gga of Dr. Walter A. Maier, of The Lutheran 

our. 


It is my conviction that any minister who has 
the privilege of broadcasting: the Gospel will profit 
immensely by purchasing the messages delivered 
by Dr. Maier on the Twelfth International Luth- 
eran Hour, These messages have been collected 
and are now published under the title, ‘“‘“Rebuilding 


With Christ.” (Published by Concordia Publishing 


House, St. Louis, Mo. Price $1.75). I concur } 
the statement: “Despite the restrictions limiting 
our live broadcasts to the morning, and prohibit 
ing even a vague suggestion of financial contrib; 
tions, this season of broadcasting stands as a mip 
acle of the Almighty.” During this twelve-mon} 
period Dr. Maier received 340,000 letters. This x: 
sponse is amazing when one considers that Dr 
Maier has been preaching fundamentally the sam 
message for over a decade. In spite of oppositio 
on the part of the liberals to the preaching of Dr 
Maier these messages were broadcast over 6(! 
stations. 


Throughout these messages Dr. Maier has eve 
sought to hide himself behind our enthroned §; 
viour. There is no trace of pride or egotism in am 
of his utterances. As a matter of fact, he r 
quested: ‘‘Please give us personally no credit wha 
ever for these startling blessings. If it were no 
for our heavenly Father’s love, the Saviour’s com 
passion, and the Holy Spirit’s enlightening, sancti 
fying help, these broadcasts would have been of 
the air years ago. What a merciful and wonderfi 
God He is to take us, frail and faulty as we ar 
and to use us for His mighty purposes! How w 
ought to praise Him daily for the magnificent ou 
pouring of His benedictions by which The Lut 
eran Hour stands as a miracle of modern missions: 
From beginning to end this servant of Chris 
places confidence in the Holy Spirit for results 
He writes: “It is our privilege simply to proclaim 
the Gospel and crucified Saviour, The Holy Spiri 
must give the blessing.” The director of the Luth 
eran broadcast has tabulated a total of 6,650 con 
versions resulting through this series of message 
Perhaps many others came to the Redeemer bul 
did not write regarding the change. In addition t 
these conversions many were brought back 1 
Christ in repentance. Excerpts from many letie 


received from this group are recorded in th 
_Foreword. 


The subjects of these messages indicate that the 
are Christ-centered. Among this group we find sutl 
subjects as: “Christ Is My Light,” “Stay With Th 
Crucified Christ,” “Jesus Christ - Our Life I 
Death,” “They Can’t Take Christ Away,” “Withot! 
Christ We Fail.”’ 


Some have the notion that doctrinal mati 


should be omitted from radio preaching. The Cath 


olic Hour does not hold to this view. Neither do 


’ Dr. Maier. Christian doctrine permeates these me 


sages. The last message in this series is entitle 
“God Be With You.” In it the Christian doctrint 
of the Trinity is stressed. This is a doctrine that 3 
usually ignored in both pulpit and radio, but 2! 
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yaier feels that it is one of the most important 
joctrines of Christianity and he brines it to the 
nation without avologv. In exvlaining this doctrine 
i) a mixed audience Dr. Maier uttered these sig- 
nificant words: “The doctrine of the Trinitv is not 
, theolovical invention, It is a _  Bible-based, 
¢rinturallv-sealed, Heaven-revealed truth. Hun- 
jreds of nassages of Holy Writ testifv to the three 
powerful Persons—each called. described, and wor- 
shined as God; and a dozen other passages state or 
imply that these Three are One. Therefore when 
the early Christians sought for a simple statement 
of their faith—we call it The Apostles’ Creed— 
thy declared on the basis of clear-cut Holy Writ: 
1 believe in God the Father ... and in Jesus 
(hrist His only Son our Tord ... and in the Holy 
Ghost.’ ’? Defending the Christian doctrine of the 
Trinity Dr. Maier continues: “Mere human. reason 
ean not understand the Trinitv, but that is no 
euse for rejecting its reality. Every moment you 
live you are surrounded by marvels of nature far 
too intricate for vou to analyze yet you never 
question their reality. Why then should mere mor- 
tal man be brash and blasphemous to insist: ‘If 
you can not explain the Trinity I will certainly 
not believe it.’ ” 


While Dr. Maier does not intentionally seek to 
offend anvone, and at all times speaks as a Chris- 
tian gentleman, he never fails to speak with 
courage and frankness. In the same message just 


view of the Trinity we find this plain statement: 
‘Regretably many American churches have pushed 
the Trinity out of their pulpits and thus robbed 
themselves of the triple comfort that this divine 
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doctrine offers. If you want to know why certain 


churches, including particularly some of the oldest, 
wealthiest, most fashionable, are decreasing in 
membership and influence, show no conversions to 
Christ, no rebirth through the Holy Spirit, you can 
discover the cause “in the shocking fact that they 
deliberately bar the Triune God ... If you want 
to stop American Churches from declining in in- 
stop the 
preachers in your own denominations from deny- 
ing the Trinity! Silence the modernist Scripture- 


rejecting pulpiteer who sneers at this truth!” 


Another outstanding feature about these mes- 
sages by Dr. Maier is that he never fails to call 
for an immediate decision to embrace Christ as a 
personal Saviour. Realizing life’s uncertainty and 
that many are called away by death from week to 
week he earnestly beseeches men in Christ’s stead 
to be reconciled to God here and now. - 7 


“Three things please me, said Madam De Stael— 
color, and mass, and proportion.’”’ And three fac- 
tors in Christian preaching please God, according 
to the New Testament—a love for Christ, a love 
for the truth, a love for sinners. In the preaching 
of Walter A. Maier we find all three. 


All Christians desiring to be edified by strong 


Gospel preaching will profit by the reading of this 


volume. Any Christian minister desiring to be a 
better witness for Christ on the air will find this 
book one that will evoke his enthusiasm. 


*Pastor of the Second Presbyterian Church, 


How Will Union With The Northern 
Presbyterian Church Affect 


Mission Work? 


By Rev. J. E. Flow, D.D.* 


_For some time the writer of this article has been 
istening for some one to tell him some of the 
advantages of union with the Northern church. 
He is still listening. Of course we all know that a 
larger Presbyterian church could wield more influ- 
ence with the government, but that is not the 
primary business of the church. Southern Pres- 
byterians were made the victims of a political de- 
liverance in the General Assembly in Philadelphia 
in 1861. So we are not very anxious to get into 
4 position to run the government. Some of us 
do no believe that is the business of the church 
for “the weapons of our warfare are not carnal.” 
We believe that the primary business is to. save 
souls (calling out God’s chosen people from. the 
World) to train them for service on earth and to 
Prepare them for the glories of heaven. Our aim 
should be to promote the glory of God and. to ad- 
vance the interests of His kingdom on earth. | 


There is one practical phase of this union 
question we ought to consider. In the pamphlet, 
A Business Man Looks at the Merger,” written 


by Mr, Kenneth S. Keyes, which was also © pub- 


ehurch gave $9.74 per 
‘causes 


lished in the Christian Observer of April 3, 1946, 
we find this paragraph: 
“The graph above shows that our gifts for be- 
nevolences in the Southern church averaged $9.94 


per member in 1930, The Northern church gave 


$6.40. When our benevolent giving reached its low 
point of $4.91 per capita in the depression year 
of 1934, their giving fell still lower—$3.58. And 
with prosperity all about us we in the Southern 
member’ to benevolent 
in 1945. Our Northern brethren gave 
only $4.69.—less than half what we gave.” — 


-- We have. no-right to congratulate ourselves on 


what we have given for we have fallen short of 


our duty—“We are unprofitable servants.” But 


on the basis of this information and comparison, 


covering a period of fifteen years, which I have no 
doubt is correct, we will have to face one or two 


alternatives in the event of union of the two 
bodies. Since the Northern church, in proportion 
to its membership, is giving only about half as 


‘much, as we are giving to Missions, they must 
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be doing only half as much work as we are doing 
or else they are paying their missionaries about 
half as much as we are paying ours. If then we 
united with them we will have to be content with 
doing little or no more than half the mission 
work we are doing or else we will have to pay 
our missionaries little more than half what we 
are now paying them. 


For example, if we are paying our home mis- 
sionaries $2,400.00 a year, and some of them are 
being paid that much, (That amount is little 
enough to support a family, educate children, and 
run a car over divided fields) then the Northern 
church to support as many missionaries as we are 
supporting, in proportion to their membership, can 
only pay their ministers in the mission fields about 
$1,200.00 per year. 


If the united church does as much home mission 
work as we are now doing, and certainly we would 
not want to do any less, we will have to average 
down the salaries of our home missionaries from 
what we are now paying. Since they outnumber us 
four or more to one, they ought to have four mis- 
sionaries to our one. Since they are giving only 
half of what we are giving, if we pay $2,400.00 
they can pay only $1,200.00 per missionary. How 
will that average? One man’s salary of $2,400.00 
pooled with four men’s salary of $1,200.00 each 
will be $2,400.00 added to $4,800.00 equals 
$7,200.00 divided by five will average $1,440.00 
salary for each of the five. I do not believe our 
home missionaries want such a levelling down as 
that, and I do not know any intelligent Southern 
Presbyterian that wants to decrease the salaries of 


our home missionaries in such a way as that. But | 
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the only alternative, in the event of union, is to 4 
less mission work than we are now doing. It i 
wither to pay our men and women in the home 
mission fields a great deal less or to employ fewe; 
of them. That is mathematically certain, on th. 


basis of the last fifteen years. Of course we ywjj}| 


know both churches could do a great deal more 
! eat deal more than they are now 
doing, but will they?, is the question, 


It seems to me the question we ought to conside; 
in this matter of union is, “Will such a union 
best promote the interests and best advance the 
kingdom of God as represented by our Southern 
church?” Can we promote the interests and ai. 
vance the kingdom of God by doing less mission 
work, in proportion to our numbers and ability, 
than we are now doing or by paying our mission. 


- aries little more than half of what we are now 


paying them? Of course there are other and 
weighty matters to be considered. 


It seems to me that this matter of union should 
be settled as soon as possible, for we are losing 
out because of the agitation and _ uncertainty. 
Thousands of Southern Presbyterian money is 
being diverted to other denominations and other 
charitable causes that would come to us but for 
the uncertainty, caused by the agitation of this 
question. We need to concentrate our undiverted 
and undivided attention and efforts to the great 
causes of Missions and Evangelism in our South 
land and in the Foreign lands for which we have 
accepted responsibility. 


*Concord, N. C. 


Sabbath School Lessons 


By Rev. J. Kenton Parker 


Lesson For Feb. 16: Jesus At The 
Feast Of Tabernacles 


John 7-9. Devotional Reading: I John 


Out of our long and exceedingly rich assignment 
for today there are certain great facts which stand 
out in bold relief. We would like to anchor what 
we have to say on the 39th and 40th verses of 
chapter 9: “For judgment I am come into this 
world, that they which see not might see; and 
that they which see might be made blind.”—‘‘Are 
we blind also?”’ There is a well-known principle 
stated in Scripture: ‘“‘Blind yourselves, and you will 
be blinded,” or in words of Jesus, “If the light 
that is in thee be darkness, how great is that 
darkness”! 


As we study these chapters we see the light 
shining, and men refusing to see, going on in 
darkness, loving darkness rather than light: we 
hear truth spoken—truth that will make men free 
—and the fearful result: “Because I tell you 


the truth, ye believe me not.”’ The very fact that 
a statement is true causes men to reject it. They 
will swallow down lies and half-truths, and balk 
at the truth although that truth is more easily 
believed than the other, We have here another 


proof of the total depravity of man. Christ showed 
himself in all His matchless wisdom and power at 
the feast of Tabernacles, but most of those to 
whom He showed Himself refused to believe. In- 
stead, they became more adamant in their po- 
sition of opposition and wished to apprehend Him 
and kil] Him. Those who thus reacted to His claims 
became harder and harder of heart, and more 
blind. We see a terrible downward progress in this 
blindness and hardness of heart. 


On the other hand we see some—at times many 
—believing on Him and accepting Him. There 3 
progress also in their growth in faith. These 


.people were usually the simple, common folk, like 


the blind man who was healed. Nicodemus was 


an exception to this general rule. 


We are compelled to make a general application 
to the church of our day. Modernism is rampant 
in the church. Many of the church leaders are 
refusing to see and believe the most essential an 
fundamental doctrines of the Bible. They renounce 
their belief in the plenary inspiration of the Bible, 
the Virgin Birth and real Deity of our Lord, the 
Vicarious Death of Christ on the Cross, His bodil) 
Resurrection and Personal Return. They refuse 


see, and are making awful downward progress !0 


their unbelief. A good question for them to ask 
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before they go further is the question of the 
pharisees, “‘Are we blind also?” 


When the blind lead the blind both fall into the 
jiteh. The church is in that ditch today. The true 
Church will never be destroyed; we are sure of 
that; but an apostate Church faces the severe 
judgment of Christ. And if judgment begins at 
the house of God where will the ungodly and the 
inner appear? Why go on in such a state? Why 
not arise and Jet Christ shine into our hearts? He 
is the Light of both world and church. 


Let us now turn to some of the outstanding 
facts in these three chapters, 


Chapter Seven 


“His brethren” urge Christ to go up to the feast 
and show himself openly to the people, as if He had 
not already done this in many places and in many 
ways. Their insistence is explained by saying: 
‘Neither did his brethren believe in Him.’’ They 
vere blind. Jesus’ answer was, ‘“‘My time is not yet 
full come.” 


When He does go up to the feast and begins to 
teach, there were various opinions expressed by the 
people. “The Pharisees and chief priests sent 
officers to take Him,”’ but they did not bring Him, 
and when they were asked Why?, the officers 
answered, ‘“‘Never man spake like this man.’”’ When 
the Pharisees sneeringly said, “Are ye also de- 
ceived? Have any of the rulers, or of the Phari- 
ses believed on him?” Nicodemus makes a rather 
nild protest: “‘Doth our law judge any man, be- 
fore it hear him, and know what he doeth?’”’ Nico- 
demus’ growth in faith and light seems rather slow. 


Chapter Eight 
In Chapter Eight Jesus utters another of His 


great “I AMs’’: “I am the light of the world; he 


that followeth me shal] not walk in darkness, but 
shall have the light of life.” The Pharisees im- 
mediately raise the objection, ‘‘Thou barest record 
of thyself; thy record is not true.”’ Jesus shows 
thm that His witness is true, backed up by the 
testimony of His Father. 


He then makes another of those well-known 
statements: ‘“‘And ye shall know the truth, and the 
truth shall make you free.” In their pride they 
answered. ‘“‘We have never been in bondage to any 
man.” He does not stop to correct their misstate- 
ment of facts, but pointed out a far worse slavery: 
“Whosoever committeth sin is the servant (slave) 
of sin” Then, “If the Son shall make you free, ye 
shall be free indeed.” It is in this connection that 
He tells them, “And because I tell you the truth, 
ye believe Me not.” : 


Verses 41-44 deal a death blow to the fashion- 


able theory that all men are the children of God. 
Ye are of your father, the devil,” “If God were 
your Father, ye would love Me.” 


Verse 58 is another absolute proof of the Deity 
of our Lord: “Before Abraham was, I am.” Here 
He takes to Himself the very name of God, that 
tame He used in speaking to Moses—‘“I Am that 
[Am hath sent me unto you.” (See Ex. 3:14). 
The Jews realized what He was claiming, for they 
bok up stones to stone Him for uttering b 
phemy. If His claim was not true, they were right. 
he trouble was that the Jews were blind. 
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“HEIFERS FOR RELIEF” 


An Opportunity For You 


Undernourished children of war-torn coun- 
tries need milk, and Christian people in 
America are taking the practical way of 
meeting this need through the gift of a 
family cow to those who need one and can 
care for it properly. 


“Heifers For Relief,” as this project is 
called, enables American farmers to set apart 
calves or give heifers from their own 
herds ... urban churches and Sunday School 
groups to purchase calves and pay for raising 
them ... civic organizations to donate heifers 
ready to ship ... churches or other groups to 
raise money for the purchase of heifers by 
qualified buyers near the collection eenters. 


Your War Relief Committee endorses this 
project and is prepared to receive cash con- 
tributions of any amount or to assist in the 
actual shipment of heifers overseas. For full 
information on how you can take part in 
‘Heifers For Relief,” write directly to the 


Heifer Project Committee, New Windsor, 


Md., or to the Special Representative, War 
Relief Appeal, Box 330, Nashville 1, Tenn. 


PRESBYTERIAN WAR RELIEF 
COMMITTEE 


Rev. Vernon S. Broyles, Jr. 
Chairman 
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Chapter Nine 


Chapter nine deals with the healing of the man 
blind from his birth, and the ensuing controversy 
with the Pharisees. The chapter begins with the 
question, “‘Who did sin?” and the lesson taught 
from it. In the whole incident we see a double 
process: (1) The Pharisees growing blinder and 
blinder as they close their eyes to all the evidence, 
as clear as day, and in their prejudice and un- 
belief, go towards destruction. (2) The blind man 
not only receives his physical eyesight, but comes 
out clearly into the full light of faith and salvation. 
This double picture is worth careful pondering. 


The miracle itself is a very simple and beautiful 
one. Again Jesus asserts the great truth, “‘As long 
as I am in the world, I am the light of the world.”’ 
Then He made the clay and annointed the eyes of 
the blind man and sent him to the pool of Siloam 
to wash. “He went—he washed—he came seeing.” 
Obedience brings a blessing. | 


- The neighbors were astonished and began to 
question him about his healing. He tells them the 
simple story. They take him to the Pharisees who 
begin their inquisition and persecution. They are 
not seeking truth, but turn their back and close 
their eyes to all the evidence which is so plain. 
They revile and ridicule the man and finally 
“cast him out.” Jesus finds the outcast. and leads 
him to a clear and beautiful confession of faith. 
Let us notice the steps in his “‘conversion.”’ He 
begins with obedience, illustrating the fact stated 
in 7:17, “If any man will do his will, he shall know 
of the doctrine.’’ He followed this up by asserting, 
(1) He is a prophet, (2) One thing I know, that 
whereas I was blind, now I see, (3) If this man 
were not of God he could do nothing, (4) Lord, I 
believe. “And he worshipped Him.” “And Jesus 
said, For judgment I am come,—that they which 
see not might see, and that they which see might 
be made blind.’’ 


Let our modern Pharisees and Sadducees who 
pride themselves on their insight and human wis- 
dom take heed to those words. Multitudes of simple- 
minded and saved sinners are entering the King- 
dom, while many “wise” are rejecting the clear 
light of Scripture. May the Lord deliver us from 
this blindness! May He give us simple child-like 
faith which will enable us to see and believe ‘‘Are 
we also blind’? God forbid! 


Lesson For Feb. 23: The 
Good Shepherd 
err John 10. Devotional Reading: Psalms 


- The twenty-third Psalm forms a most natural 
and beautiful introduction to our lesson. Just to 
read and meditate upon it is a fine preparation 
for beginning our study. Make it personal. Put 
-our finger on the ‘‘my” and let our taith lay hold 


‘upon the. Lord. 


The connection between the 9th and 10th chap- 
‘ters is very close. The Pharisees had proudly said, 
‘“we see.’ Jesus now speaks in parables, “but they 
understood not.” Those who ‘blind themselves are 
‘blinded still further. His teaching in this chapter 
is not without results: “many believe on Him 
there.” The figure Jesus uses is even more sug- 
‘gestive to the Oriental shepherd than to Western 
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A prominent woman sat in her attorney’s office dis. 
cussing the writing of her will. Since the attorney 
had known her and her relatives, she asked him if 
she had forgotten anyone who should be remen.- 
bered in her will. | 


The attorney thought a while and then said: “Yes, 
you have forgotten Jesus.”’ She thanked him, and 
made a substantial provision for the work of our 
Presbyterian Church in the United States. 


If you wish to name the Executive Committee of 
Foreign Missions in your will, the following form 
of bequest should be used: 


“I give, devise and bequeath to the Ex- 
ecutive Committee of Foreign Missions of 
the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States, a corporation organized under the 
laws of the State of Tennessee, with offices 
at Nashville, Tenn., the sum Of..............00 
(or the following property, to wit............ ) 


For full information and assistance in making 4 


bequest to Foreign Missions, write to: 
Curry B. Hearn - Treasurer 
Executive Committee Of Foreign Missions 
| Presbyterian Church In The U. S. 
Nashville 1, Ten» 


P. O. Box 330 


Let Your Lawyer Draw Your Will 


Perhaps you have put off this privilege of dis 
posing of your property exactly in accordance 
‘with your wishes. Perhaps your will should be 
re-written to meet changing conditions. In either 
event, consult your attorney. Only a good law: 
yer can give your will the legal attention it 
must have to avoid serious mistakes. 
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people, but it makes a most beautiful appeal to 
yx, There are many things we can learn about. — 


The Good Shepherd 


The Good Shepherd is the Rightful Shepherd. 
(Verses 1-6). 


‘He that entereth not by the door—but climbeth 
yy some other way, is a thief and a robber.” There 
tad been many of these false shepherds who had 
ryed upon the sheep instead of feeding them 
yd caring for them. (See Jer. 10:21; 23:1-4, 
“Woe be unto the pastors that destroy and scat- 
vr the sheep of my pasture! saith the Lord,” etc.; 
Je, 50:6. ““Their shepherds.have caused them to go 
stray.) These very leaders, the scribes and 
Pharisees, Were among the number. There have 
ben many “‘false shepherds” since Jesus’ day and 
we are sure there are many today. Is not “‘Evan- 
glism’”’ made a “racket” by some professional 
wangelists? One of the best known and most 
“necesstul”’ as far as money and crowds is con- 

erned, died a shameful death in California some 

‘ce dis. time ago. This is not said in disparagement of the 
nany earnest, consecrated evangelists who have 
torney followed in the steps of the greatest of them all, 
him if). L. Moody. But the fact remains that the world 
emem- 3 full of self-appointed false shepherds, false 
yrophets, and false teachers. 


- The True Shepherd enters by the door and the 
Yes, porter opens to Him “‘and the sheep hear His voice.” 
n, and @# “They know not the voice of strangers.’’ We see 
of Many people led astray, “‘fleeced,’”’ ‘‘hypnotized,” 
but the real Christian, the one who has become 
areal child of God, will not listen to the voice of 
tee of such “strangers.” Paul says, “prove” or “‘test” the 
spirits and we can test a preacher by the Word of 
form MM od. We can, like the Berean people, “search the 
Scriptures whether these things are so.” The false 
shepnerds would deceive “even the elect,” if that 
Ex- fiwere possible, for many are dressed in sheep’s 
of cothing but inwardly are ravening wolves. They 
have persuasive voices and quote much Scripture. 
ted (Une or more come to our door frequently, put 
the afoot in the door, and want to “play a record’! 
The fact remains that true sheep hear.the voice 
ces of the Righttul Shepherd, and tollow Him: they 
will “flee trom strangers.” 


It was perhaps natural. for the Pharisees not to 
understand this parable. They did not want to 
ng 8 recognize their portrait, so clearly painted by the 

Good Shepherd in Person. ? 


The Good Shepherd is also the Door. Verses 


ns “I am the Door.” He is the Door to Salvation, 
: to Liberty, to Food. “By Me if any man enter in, 
he shall be saved, and shall go in and out, and 
find pasture.’”’ The Christian lite is an “abundant 


Tenn. @ lite’; “more than all in Thee I find.” Do Christian 


young people have to find enjoyment in the ques- 


“nable amusements of the world? It was the 


Writer’s privilege to spend a few days in a college 

. Where none ot these things were allowed and he 

lis | found the student body tne happiest-he had ever 

nce| M™ en. Christ, our Good Shepherd, gives the. finest 

be| Mm % Pasture to His sheep, and the largest treedom, 
—Iireedom from sin. 


an The Good Shepherd is the Sacrificing Shepherd. 
it} Me Verses 11-18, 


] The Good Shepherd lays down His life for the 
. sheep, An ordinary good shepherd will protect the 
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“WE ARE HAPPIER HERE 
IN AMERICA” 


In the providence of God, The Friends Of 
Israel Missionary & Relief Society has been 
privileged to send the first missionary from 
America to work among the remnant of the 
Jews in Post-War Poland. Rev. A. L. Sergent, 
formerly of Canada, living amidst the ruins 
and miseries of devastated Warsaw, writes: 


‘“‘We are much happier here than in Ame- 
rica because we can see the great opportuni- 
ties of service and the tremendous responsi- 
bilities we have toward those in whom we are 
so vitally interested, our Jewish brethren. 


‘“‘We have some 300 families who are being 
helped, both materially and spiritually and 
their numbers are increasing all the time. 


“Many of our Hebrew Christian brethren 
are in utter distress. When they go to the 
Jews for help they are told they now belong 
to the Gentiles; when they go to the Gentiles 
they are referred to the Jews. 


“One family—mother, son and daughter— 
- live in one room. The father was murdered by 
the Nazi. The mother is bedridden and the 
boy suffers with advanced tuberculosis. The 
girl, 13 years of age, came all the way from 
Lodz, a distance of some 80 miles, asking for 
help. This is only one of the families we have 
to deal with and there are thousands like 
them. How gladly we undertake to help where 
others shook off the responsibility.” 

This is the joy and happiness of our mis- 
-sionaries—to be God’s messengers of mercy 
—ambassadors of Christ to His brethren. _ 


- Our work in Poland is only one phase of 
our world-wide ministry among Israel. Sim- 
ilar work is carried on in Belgium, France, 
Germany, Austria, Hungary, North Africa, 
Shanghai, China, Palestine, and in many 
other places. 7 

Will you help us keep God’s servants happy 
by enabling them to serve the stricken rem- 
nant of Israel and to witness to them by lov- 
ing Fae ate in the hour of their supreme 
nee 


Your prayerful fellowship and help urgent- 
ly needed. Please send your gifts to: 


The Friends Of Israel Missionary 
And Relief Society, Inc. 
728-B Witherspoon Building 

Philadelphia 7, Pa. 


‘President; Joseph M. Steele; Treasurer, Dr. 
Joseph T. Britan; General Secretary, 
Rev. Victor Buksbazen. 
Treasurer For Canada 


Rev. P. S. Dobson, M.A., D.D. 
Principal, Alma College | 
St. Thomas, Ontario, Canada | 
Our Quarterly Bulletin, Israel My Glory, sent 
to all contributors and also on request. 
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sheep. David did that. Our Good Shepherd volun- 
tarily lays down His life—makes the supreme, 
vicarious sacrifice for His sheep. He is the Lamb 
of God Who takes away the sin of the world. All 
illustrations break down, and this one does. Sheep 
have not sinned and need no Savior. All we like 
sheep have gone astray. We have sinned, and must 
have a Savior. Ours is a Shepherd-Savior. 


He also protects His sheep. As our Shepherd- 


King, “He subdues us to Himself, rules over us, 
defends us, restrains and conquers all His and our 
enemies.”’ As David protected his sheep from the 
lion and the bear, so our Shepherd protects us 
from our adversary the devil who like a roaring 
lion prowls around seeking whom he may devour. 


“The ns fleeth’—“‘careth not for the 
sheep.” There had been many of these in Israel. 
Do we have them today in the church? Let us 
stop right here, as the writer is stopping, and ask 
the Great Shepherd to search all of us who are 
“under shepherds,” and take out every vestige of 
the “hireling’” in us. “Woe to the idol shepherd 
that leaveth the flock.” (Zech. 11:17). It is an 
awful thing to be an “hireling” in the church of 
God. (See I Peter 5:1-4) (We preachers ought to 
read and ponder and pray over this great ad- 
monition), 


“And other sheep I have.” Not only the lost 


sheep of the house of Israel, but the lost sheep of - 


the whole Gentile world. We are glad these words 
are here. 


“One fold, one shepherd.”’ There is but one true 
church, composed of Jews and Gentiles, the great 
Invisible Church of all those whose names are 
written in heaven. 


“No man taketh it from me.” The sacrifice of 
Christ is entirely voluntary. He has power to lay 
down His life; He has power to take it again. 


These words of Jesus caused a “division.’’ Is 
not this always true? Some believe; some do not. 
Some believe all His claims; some balk at His claim 
to be the Christ, the Son of God. Most Jews and 
Unitarians would admit today that Jesus was a 
“sood man;” few would say, as those did, ‘He 
hath a devil (when good men are calumniated, let 
us not be surprised. There was nothing too mean 
for them to say about our Lord). 


He speaks to both classes of unbelievers in the 
following verses: 22-42. 


“Tf thou be the Christ, tell us plainly.” What 
plainer words or greater proof did they need, or 
could be spoken or produced? Jesus said, “I told 
you, and ye believed not.’”’ He had indeed told them 
over and over again. How many times do our 
modern Unitarians have to be told? 


“Ye believe not because ye are not of my 
sheep.’”’ Here is the real explanation of all un- 
belief. His sheep hear His voice, believe on Him, 
follow the Shepherd; others do not. 


Verses 28-29 furnish us with one of the strong- 
est proofs of the eternal] security of believers. It 
is hard to see how words could be stronger. “They 
shall never perish.” (See the hymn, “How Firm 
a Foundation). “Neither shall any man pluck 
them out of my hand. My Father which gave them 
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me, is greater than all; and no man can ping 
them out of my Father’s hand.” 


The Good Shepherd Is The 
Divine Shepherd 


“I and my Father are one.” (Vs. 30) He jg n 
mere human shepherd. The Good Shepherd ig th 
“‘Good-Shepherd,”’ the Lord Himself. 


The Jews understand just what He claimed by 
‘these words. Again, as in the place where He szid 
“Before Abraham was, I am,” they take up ston 
to stone Him. Their charge is blasphemy: “because 
thou, being a man, maketh thyself God.” We fac 
the same dilemma: if He is not the God-man, ke 
cannot be a good man, for He claimed that }, 
was God. How blind they were; how blind al 
those are today who reject the full deity of Christ! 


However, ‘‘many believed on Him.” These are His 
sheep. He died for them; He saves them; He pwn. 
tects them; He knows them; He leads them. They 
follow their Shepherd, trusting everything to Him, 


Is this Good Shepherd MY Shepherd; YOUR 
Shepherd? 


The Book Which Is Breaking ' 
: All Sales Records 


CHARIOTEER 
By Gertrude Eberle 
$2.50 


Truly a great novel. A 
story of Old Egypt in 
the days of Joseph. 
This book is our lead- 
ing fall fiction. Thou- 
sands of copies have 
been sold in advance 
of publication. Pre- 
views and strong rec- 
ommendations have 
come from such Chris- 
tian leaders as Dr. H. 
A. Ironside, Dr. Robert 
G. Lee, Dr. Daniel A. 
Poling, Dr. Louise D. 
Newton, and Dr. James DeForest Murch. 

“Vivid romantic story,” say these reviews, 
“stirring drama characters come 
alive ... adventure ... truth ... thrilling 
and interesting ... deserves to be placed in 
every library, public and private.” 


There is a genuine need for good, clean, 
wholesome fiction in this hour. This book 
goes far in filling that need. | 


ORDER DIRECT FROM 
The Southern Presbyterian Journal | 
Weaverville . North Carolina | 


| 

f 

k 

f 

f 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL Page 15 


ENLARGE YOUR LIBRARY AND ADD TO YOUR 
READING PLEASURE BY BUYING GOOD BOOKS 


SELECT FROM THIS CHOICE LIST 


CLARK, GORDON 


BERKHOF, KUYPER, ABRAHAM 

Systematic Theology ... 7.50 Work Of The Holy Spirit 4.00 
Manual Of Reformed Doctrine 3.00 Asleep In Jesus 
Summary Of Christian Doctrine | 1.00 In The Shadow Of Death 2.50 | 
The Assurance Of Faith — 1.00 When Thou Sittest In Thine House ...... 2.50 4 
Vicarious Atonement Through Christ .... 2.00 The Stone Lectures On Calvinism .......... 2.50 } 

He Reformed Doctrine Of Predestination .... $3.50 

n. They The Person Of Christ — —e MACAULAY, J. C. | 
to Him, CHAPMAN, DR. WILBUR Devotional Commentary On The Gospel ) 
YOUR ae Or esussiemtaae Bible Of St. John | 
(cloth) .... ve .... $5.00 Devotional Commentary On The Acts Of | 

The Apostles ............. 2.50 
| 


ti The Christian Philosophy Of Education $3.00 RMHMMER, HARRY 
: Commentary On The Book Of Genesis.... $3.50 The Purseses Of Caleus 1.50 
Commentary On St. Paul’s Epistle To 150 
The Romans 3.50 of 
& The Apostle John 3.00 The Crucible Of Calvary 1.50 
The Apostle Peter - 2.50 SCHILDER, PROF. K. | 
Sermon Outlines 1.50 Christ In His Suffering — 
; HENRY, CARL F. H. Christ On Trial] > ee 
Remaking The Modern Mind $3.00 Christ Crucified 
ao WARFIELD, BENJAMIN 7 THIESSEN, DR. H, C. | 
a ‘ The Plan Of Salvation $1.50 Introduction To The New Testament .... $3.50 4 
| 
a STANDARD SETS AND COMMENTARIES 
® CRITICAL AND EXPERIMENTAL | | INTERNATIONAL STANDARD | 
amieson-Fausset rown. new edition 
5 i the original, complete and unabridged. By James Orr, M.A., D.D., Genera] Editor. Re- | 
, The Set, in Six DeLuxe Volumes ~. $30.00 vised and enlarged in five volumes. | 
Embossed Library Buckram, Gold 
WORD STUDIES IN THE Stamped .... $35.00 } 
NEW TESTAMENT 3 Edition 45.00 | 
By Marvin R. Vincent, D. D. The outstanding , 
set of Greek Word Studies. New 1946 Edition. 
The Set, Four Volumes . $20.00 Edited by W. Robertson Nicoll, M.A., LL.D. 4¢ 
ch. 7 A Complete Bible Commentary. } 
| SYSTEMATIC THEOLOGY The Set, Six Volumes $25.00 4 
we, By Charles Hodge. Written in three handy | 
me 6x9 volumes. EXPOSITIONS OF THE | ’ 
ing The Set, Three Volumes, with Index _. 315.00 HOLY SCRIPTURES ) 
in LIFE AND TIMES OF JESUS By Alexander Maclaren, D.D., Litt.D. New ; 
THE MESSIAH Eerdmans Edition, bound in blue buckram, 
| By A. Edersheim. silver-stamped. | 
- Two Volumes | . $ 6.50 The Set, Seventeen Volumes $35.00 4 
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Feb. 16: Is Your Christianity Contagious? 


Introduction 


The story goes that one day the preacher had 
been visiting a certain home in his congregation 
and as he was leaving he met the little boy of the 
house who was none too interested in Christ and 
religion. The preacher said to the little boy: “Why 
don’t you enjoy your religion like your sister 
does?”’ The little boy quickly replied: ‘‘My sister 
may enjoy her religion, but nobody else in the 
house does.” | 


It is true, as we saw last week, that all of us 
who believe in Jesus Christ must day by day wit- 
ness for Christ and seek others for Him, But it is 
also true that we must ourselves live the kind of 
lives that will make others listen to our testimony 
and want our Christ. It is true that after we have 
Christ we can’t keep Him but we must share Him, 
but it is also true that nobody will want Him unless 
our Christian experience is winsome and con- 
tagious. How can we live day by day so as to intro- 
duce our friends to Christ and make them want 
Him? Let us turn to the Word of God for our 
guidance. 


Scripture Lesson 


1. Witness through your daily living: (a) By 
your joy. John 15:11. (b) By your love. I John 
4:10-11. (c) By your forgiving spirit. Eph. 4:32. 
(d) By your humble helpfulness. Gal. 6:1-5. (e) 
By a holy life in which others can see God. He- 
brews 12:14. 


2. Witness through the church: (a) Faithful at- 
tendance. Heb, 10:24-25. (b) Reverent:at Com- 
munion. I Cor. 11:23-26. (c) Fervent in prayer. 
James 5:16. (d) Spiritual in singing. Eph. 5:18-20. 
(e) Generous in giving. II Cor. 9:6-8. : 


3. Witness through Christian service: (a) Faith- 
ful in all duties. Rom. 12:1-8. (b) Practical in face 
ot need. I John 3:16-18. (c) Selt-forgettul in work. 
Mark 10:46. 


Suggestions 


We must witness, and we- must live in such a 
way that our life will back up and give authority 
and winsomeness to our witness. If we live as out- 
lined in the Scripture Lesson our Christian lite 


wil be contagious. Study the lesson and discuss © 


how young people can be this way and outline ways 
and means by which this kind ot life can be made 
to reach others. 


Feb. 23: Education Plus Christianity 
Equals Character | 


Introduction 


Today is a day of prayer for our schools and col- 
leges. The future of America rests with our Chris- 
tian schools and colleges that can not only give us 


a true understanding of the arts and sciences, but 


can also give us a true, Christian approach to all 
knowledge and human experience. 


But we use terms so loosely today that often we 
do not know just what we mean when we talk 
about education, Christianity and character. Maybe 
we — better define some terms before we pro. 
ceed. 


Education is defined as “the training of the 
moral and intellectual faculties.’’ These faculties 
may be trained rightly, wrongly, or naturally. 


Christianity is defined as “the precepts and doc. 
trines taught by Christ.’”’ But today the Church is 
the institution ordained in the world to teach these 
precepts of Christ, and we find that Church di- 
vided and teaching contradicting things, but all in 
the name of Christ. 


Character is defined as “the distinctive qualities 
or traits that make up personality.”’ But these traits 
can be good, bad, or indifferent. : 


We can see from this that the words of our topic 


can mean many different things to people, and 
since the life of the Church is what it is today 
they do mean different things to different people. 
Therefore we must analyze our topic and see what 
it should mean to us. 


What we really want is God’s plan of education 
plus pure Christianity that results in true Christian 
character. We must be careful not to become self- 
righteous and act as'if we know all the answers. 
Yet at the same time we must recognize that God’s 
Word sets down a plan for education, defines a 


type of Christianity that has been recognized by . 


all Christians for centuries, and sets before us a 
perfect character in Christ. We can apply the laws 
of logic, and without pointing to ourselves as those 
who have arrived can still point to those who do 
— — to the pattern laid down in the Word 
od. 


Naturally we can not presume to outline the 
whole subject in this short space, but from the 
Bible we find five things that are fundamental to 
the Bible’s view of the kind of education that pro- 
duces real Christian character, and oddly enough 
we find many. professed Christians completely ig- 
noring these fundamental principles. Let’s outline 
them for our guidance. 7 


Scripture Lesson 


Christian education that produces true Christian 
character demands: 

1. A Willing Spirit: John 7:17. We may learn 
science and use it to save life, to kill life, or to be 
ignored; but we can never learn the truth of God 
and see life whole until we are willing to do what 
He says. 


2. An Enlightened Mind: John 13:17; I Cor. 
2:9-13. We may learn the things of this life by ex- 
amining the experiences of this life, but we cal 
never know the truth of God apart from the reve 


- lation of God. That revelation is preserved for us 


in the Bible, and God has instructed us to teach 
that revelation of the Bible by using Bible words. 
Leave out Bible words and the truth will soon be 


left out. 
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3 A Joyous Experience: John 13:17. If we know 
these things, happy are we if we do them. Christian 
truth and the real meaning of life can not be 


known by cold, impassionate logic. We must so ex- . 
perience the truth that our lives are thrilled by it. — 


We can take a principle coldly, but we can’t take 
a person so. Christian truth is found in that Person 
who was “The Truth.” 


4, Practical Obedience: John 13:17. The whole 
man—the mind enlightened, the heart moved, the 
life obedient. Such is true education. 


5. Spiritual Capacity: I Cor. 2:14; 3:4. No one 
ean take on algebra without knowing the multipli- 
cation table, and no one can take on calculus with- 
out knowing algebra. The man who has never re- 
ceived Jesus Christ and been born again does not 
even know his ABCs spiritually; therefore he can 
know nothing of spiritual truth. Those who have 
been born again and walk by means of the Spirit 
have discernment. Those who have been born again, 
but who insist in walking by their own will and 
power are confused, fleshly. Our Christian educa- 
tion must proceed from level to level even as our 
secular education. 


The truth about God and the whole truth about 
the universe are closed to the man who does not 
know Christ, and we can know Christ and truth 
fully only when we come to the truth of the Word 
of God with a willing spirit, to receive an enlight- 
ened mind, to obey what God reveals, to experience 
joyously the truth of God, and to grow from level 
to level in truth. : 
| Suggestions 


Words are used so loosely, Bible truth so com- 
pletely ignored, and high-sounding phrases handed 
about so freely, that we ought to get down and do 


some honest-to-goodness studying of Bible terms | 


and realities about Christianity and education. 
Your group ought to study the passages outlined 
above and see how your education is, or is not, fol- 
lowing these lines. ‘Then you should face the chal- 
lenge of where you can find colleges that recognize 
these Bible truths about education. | 


“ONE OF THESE LITTLE ONES” 
By Mrs. W. C. McLauchlin* 


We found little Samuel, the son of one of our 
finest Christians who had been a barrowman and 
general helper, begging with his father and mother 
on the streets of the city. ; 


To see “Old Faithful’ as we called him, who 
had served us so faithfully thru the years now 
hungry, sick, in despair and rags was more than 
I could stand, and my supper that night after 
talking to him didn’t taste very good. 

On our return from Shanghai we brought up 
200: bags of clothing, Relief from America and 
“Relief” is exactly what it has meant to these peo- 
ple, so many of whom, haven’t been: able to buy 
cloth for years and who haven’t enough to buy 
enough food now. 


It wasn’t long before “Old Faithful” and his 
family were dressed in warm clothes and wearing 
real smile along with it. 


_A few weeks ago Samuel accidentally picked u 


exploded of course, ripping open his hand, blow- 
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ing off one finger and part of another, but again 
we were ready with “Relief’”’ in the form of new 
drugs and sterile dressings from America. 


He was quickly carried to the operating room 
and as he was taking the aflaesthetic he was heard 
to say ‘‘Please Lord Jesus forgive my sins and 
make me a good boy.” No infection nor swelling, 
but a steady healing has eome because of your 
help, and yesterday he, with his sister and little 
brother, were among the 232 children fed with 
steaming hot rolls made from American flour! 


- It was the first day our kitchen was opened and 
and after teaching them songs, Bible verses and 
a little prayer they were ready for their lunch. 
It was a sight to see how they waded into that 
good food and I longed for a movie of them. 


_ Little Samuel is just one of many who are en- 
joying all of the good things you have sent and, 
through this, making it possible for us to fill their 
minds and hearts with the good things of life. 


_ God bless the givers and the gifts! “Inasmuch 
as ye have done it unto one of the least of these, 
ye have done it unto Me.” 


“Missionary, China. 


BIBLE QUIZ 
By Rev. J. B. Vail 


: = answer to each of these begins with the let- 
er 6é ~ 2 
' °(1) What manna tasted like. (2) What the na- 
‘tions: shall learn no more. (3) What MHuldah’s 
father-in-law kept (4) 180,000 of them, in I Kings 
12. (5) What Naaman was told to do seven times. 
(6) What the woman did with her tears. (7) What 
the disciples were unable to do even for one hour. 


(Mt. 26). (8) What the fire licked up. (9) Fish. 


(10): Abides ‘upon him that believeth not. 


(OT) (6) (8) (2) 


(§) “TBM (Z) (T) 
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Youth Convention On 
World Missions 


By Dr. Janie W. McGaughey 
Secretary Of Woman’s Work 


“The World—The Gospel—And You” was the 
theme of the Youth Convention on World Missions 
held in Nashville, Tenn., December 27-30, 1946. 
This was the third of such quadrennial Youth 
Conventions—the first having been held in Atlanta, 
Ga. in 1937; the second in Memphis, Tenn. in 1941. 
Nearly 2,000 choice young people of our Church, 
together with about 200 adult advisers, speakers, 
and other leaders were privileged to attend this 
significant gathering. One of the unique features 
of these conventions is the fact that they are the 
cooperative endeavor of all the Assembly Agencies, 
the Program Committee being composed of repre- 
sentatives of the various Committees of our Church. 
Dr. H. Kerr Taylor served as Chairman of the 
1946 Convention Committee, Dr. Claude H. Pritch- 
ard as Vice Chairman and Secretary, Dr. B. K. 
Tenney as Treasurer, and Rev. Ellis Nelson and 
Rev. H. G. Goodykoontz, D. D. as co-directors. 
Nashville proved an excellent host city to the con- 
vention. Every possible provision was made for 
the comfort of the delegates and other guests by 
the Nashville Convention Committee, under the 
Chairmanship of Dr. Walter R. Courtenay. 


The theme of the convention was visualized for 
delegates by three very large posters on the wall 
back of the platform, so that the message of each 
spoke to the hearts of all throughout the conven- 
tion. On one poster there was pictured a global 
map of the world with the shadow of the Cross 
across it; on the second, the profile of a lovely 
young girl reading from an open Bible in her hands; 
the third portrayed a young boy sitting on the 
edge of a precipice, looking up with an expression 
of earnest desire and question, seeming to say: 
‘‘Here I am, what wilt Thou have me to do, O 
Lord?” Thus were we reminded that God’s plan 
for meeting the needs of the world for the Gospel 
message is through dedicated life. 


This thought was forcefully presented through 
worship services, addresses, group discussions and 
personal conferences. Prior to the convention there 
had been four Commissions set up, each under the 
direction of an adult leader and a youth chairman 
who had enlisted a number of young people in their 
respective areas in the preparation of a report on 
the special subject assigned by the Convention 
Committee. These reports which had been sent to 
the delegates before they came to the convention 
were presented by the Chairmen and leaders, then 
made the basis of discussion in the thirty 
groups which met at designated times on the 
program, The subjects of these reports, which are 
in line with the theme, are as follows: “Our Modern 
World”; “The Sweep of Modern Missions’; 
big a Christian America’; “My Respansi- 


One special] characteristic of this Convention was 
the large participation of young people on the 


program, especially as presiding leaders, as partic). 
pants in the worship services and in panels pre. 
senting various phases of Christian service and 
as members of the excellent choirs under the 
leadership of Mr. J. R. Sydnor, Professor of Church 
Music in the Assembly’s Training School. The 
singing of the Hallelujah Chorus by the choir, ep- 
larged by several hundred other young people 
marked a glorious climax to the Convention. 


On the closing afternoon of the Conference, 
several parallel conferences were arranged for the 
delegates to talk over with adult leaders matters of 
ase of service in the home or foreign field. 

undreds of the young people attended these con- 
ferences, thus indicating their interest and genuine 
desire to find God’s will for their lives. 


Many will be privileged to hear some of the 
stirring messages of the convention, due to the 
service of Dr. John M. Alexander, Director of our 
Radio Committee. The following announcement 
explains how this is possible. 


Radio Recordings Of Addresses At 
The Youth Convention On 
World Missions 
NASHVILLE . TENNESSEE 
December 27-30, 1946 


A series of Presbyterian Broadcasts on_ the 
theme: “The World, The Gospel, And You.” 


“The Kingdom Of God Is At Hand.” Dr. John A. 
Redhead, Jr., Pastor, First Presbyterian Church, 
Greensboro, N. C. 


“The Call Of China.” Dr. Frank W. Price, Mis 
sionary, Chengtu, China. 


“Our Presbyterian Heritage.” President John A. 
mag Princeton Theological Seminary, Prince 
ton, N. Jd. 


Our American Culture.” Dr. Oscar 


Blackwelder, Pastor, Lutheran Church of the Re 
formation, Washington, D. C | 


“The Demands Of This Hour.” Miss Ruth Sea 
bury, Foreign Mission Board, Congregational 
Christian Church, Boston, Mass. 


“Missions And World Security.”” Hon. Walter 
Judd, M.C., Congressman from Minnesota, and 
former Medical Missionary of Congregational 
Church to China. 


Special. “The World, The Gospel, And You.” Dr. 
H. Kerr Taylor, Educational Secretary, Presbyte 
rian Foreign Mission Committee, Nashville, Teno. 


For further information regarding these record- 
ings confer with your pastor or write to Presby- 
terian Radio Committee, 86 Hunter Street, 8.W., 
Atlanta 8, Ga. 
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Gifts With Spiritual Value 
By Robert Root* 


The fellow who sits in a pew in an American 
church can be stirred to action to help starving 
children with a glass of milk. He is apt to be less 
excited if you throw a phrase like “spiritual aid” 
at him. That is my observation. 


As an American layman myself, I confess I! 
have sometimes shared this wariness. What was 
“spiritual aid,” anyway—building fine cathedrals in 
a towns where the people needed shelter 


worse 


During the months I have traveled in Europe, I 
have got glimpses that it wasn’t a ridiculous thing 
like that. I saw catechisms that the World Council 
of Churches sent to the Austrian churches which 
were hungry for literature. I saw a wood barracks 
meeting-place beside a great gutted church in 
ruined Stuttgart, Germany, 


But the full impact of our organization’s pro- 
gam had never hit me until my trip to Poland 
and Finland this fall. 


In the first place, of course, drawing a line 
between “material relief” and “spiritual relief” is 
not so easy. I can illustrate that with the stories 
of two Methodist pastors. 


One of them, in Turku, Finland, who had re- 
ceived food and clothing from the Church World 
Service shipments to his church, told me he would 
have been unable to make ends meet without these 
gifts. At Helsinki, the pastor’s family had made 
its income meet outgo by having the wife teach at 
a school in another town; the minister observed 
ruefully that it was hard on family life to have her 
come home to see him and the children only on 
week ends. Conceivably, shipment of enough food 
and clothing to that family would make it possible 
for that minister’s wife to stay home and for the 
pastor to do a better job with his congregation. So 
what looks like purely material relief can be a big 
help in bringing the spiritual reawakening which 
everyone seems to agree Europe needs. 


Take another example. In Warsaw I was talking 
with a group of enthusiastic young ministerial] 
students of the Methodist Church. I won’t say that 
[ agree with them on all religious points, but it did 
seem that they had the general slant, there in the 
midst of a smashed city, which could help revive 
Poland. When I asked them what they needed, I 
found that a large part of the clothing they had on 
was from the American churches. And each had 
also received a large bundle of American religious 
books from the World’s Y.M.C.A., in cooperation 
with the World Council of Churches. The “spiri- 
- - which I had been anticipating was already 

ere 


At the theological seminary in Turku, there was 


another example of the importance of getting new 


literature to the developing religious leaders of 
urope. Here were piled high the books arrived 
from Church World Service, and on a table were 
spread the latest religious journals given from the 
States. They told me one student who had to 
Wite a study of church architecture had eagerly 
grabbed a new book on this subject early in the 
afternoon. When I got to looking for a photo- 


graphic subject, there he was in a back room—still 
ooking over this new book! 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


Thousands of copies are being dis- 


tributed every quarter to every 
family in entire congregations. 
Christian Home Life is a Christian 
magazine for ali the family. 


Really Attractive, well printed in two 


colors throughout. 


Dally Devotions A Bible verse, a med- 
itation and a prayer for every day. 
Many Articles and Stories are provided 
to encourage and aid in today’s 
Christian living. 

A Wealth of Features include Holiday 
Section, Children’s Corner, adven- 
ture picture story, novel almanac, 
problem studies, etc. 

Big, Apealing magazine with 64 pages 
every quarter. All this Christian 
reading for price of average secular 
magazine. 


20 A COPY when ordered in 


bundles of 5 or more to one 
address; 25c single copy. Free prospectus. 


THE STANDARD PUBLISHING CO., 
20 E. Central Pkwy., Cincinnati 10, Ohio 


he develo 


Sometimes this aid takes a form which dosen’t 
make sense if one thinks only of well-stocked 
American stores, but which makes plenty of sense 
in countries where buying even paper clips may be 
difficult. In Warsaw, I saw a Lutheran deaconess 
and the secretary of the Methodist superintendent, 
both using nice white stationery—paper such as 
you can’t buy in the stores there. It had come from 
the World Council. Bicycles which the Council had — 
sent also were making a hit. For example, leaders 
of the Finnish Church associated with my own 
denomination, the Congregationalist, told me how 
one of the gift “bikes”? had helped them at a new 
college they were opening with a religious emphasis. 
It became the sole means of transportation for 
this institution, eleven miles from the nearest town. 
They will have to use it even to get mail! 


Finally, of course, there were the evidences of 
the thousands of dollars which have been sent to 
piece out the salaries of pastors, hit like all white- 
collar workers by inflation. Just one case: Lutheran 
Pastor Rautiainen in a remote part of Finland was 
receiving a salary of 8,000 marks a month, some- 
thing less than $75. For twenty-two years he had 
been on the job without a vacation, and last spring 
trouble with his eyes. A gift from 
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America through the World Council made it possible 
for him to hire a substitute and take a vacation. 
Pointing out the gift’s value spiritually as well as 
economically, his bishop told me the pastor was 
“as happy as a child at Christmas.” 


There was only one catch. In many of these 
places, I was the first American church member 
to arrive after gifts had come. So they all treated 
me too well. I had to try to absorb all the thanks 
to all American church people who are helping. I 
couldn’t. I can only pass on this hint of how much 
what you have done has meant over here, 


*Robert Root is special Peace Correspondent of 
Church World Service. 


Allied Official Believes Christianity 
Is Key To Japanese Democracy 


New York, N. Y., Dec. 22.—Christian institu- 
tions are the best single avenue for developing 
democracy in Japan, accordin~ to Col. Nelson B. 
Neff, head of the welfare section of the public 
health and welfare branch of Gen, Douglas Mac- 
Arthur’s supreme allied command. In his opinion 
this belief also is shared by many occupation 
authorities, including Gen. MacArthur. 


At a meeting with Church World Service lead- 
ers last week at the headquarters of the inter- 
denominational] relief and reconstruction agency, 
37 E. 36th St., Col. Neff asserted that “‘because 
of their influence for a Democratic way of life, 
it is important that all possible support be given 
to these institutions.” 


Slowly these Christian schools, churches’ and 
missions are recovering, following the devastation 
of war, but he added that this rehabilitation can 
only go ahead with outside help. 


He lauded the work of Lara (Licensed Agencies 
for Relief in Asia), of which Church World Serv- 
ice is a member, for the service it is rendering 
the hope of Japan. He appraised the work of the 


American agencies represented in Lara as indis- — 


pensible, both in respect to the immediate relief 
picture and its bearing on the strengthening of the 
democratic ideal in Japan. § 


The only non-commercial material aid entering 
the country, he explained, is coming through the 
private voluntary agencies. (A Lara shipment is 
now being distributed in Japan, a large part of 
which is 466,000 pounds of goods sent through 
CWS by the Protestant churches in America. 
Previously CWS purchased $146,000 worth of 
surplus U.S. Navy foodstocks for needy church 
workers and Christian institutions.) 


In describing conditions in the Japanese na- 
tion, the Army officer said some communications 
are being restored. A great part of the buildings 
remain in ruins, however, and the economy is not 
yet able to provide sufficient trade to bring in 
the supplies Japan has always needed to exist. — 


As a result, food and medical supplies, along 
with clothing and other necessities, are scarce. 
The Japanese government, under allied super- 
vision, has set up a rationing system. He did not 
suggest starvation as an immediate. danger there, 
but warned, “there is the future threat of wide- 
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spread disease because the people’s resistance has 


been undermined by malnourishment.” 


Fortunately, Col. Neff said, disease thus far has 
been held in control, with only isolated outbreaks 
of contagions. 


These conditions make it understandable why 
the Japanese government, with Allied approval, 
welcomes all supplementary gifts which are dis 
tributed equitably, according to need. The govern- 
ment offers free transportation and storage for 
such goods. 


He gave the government credit for doing an 
efficient job of evenly disbursing the inadequate 
food supplies, which are made up to a considerable 
extent of fish vrovided by the badly crippled na- 
tive fishing fleets. 


Planning to return to Japan in January, Col. 
Neff assured the CWS leaders he was anxious 
to help continue the cooperative relationship be- 
tween LARA representatives and his welfare office. 


= 


Evidence Of Gratitude 


In expressing his appreciation of the generous 
gift of $41,250, that portion of the 1946 Birthday 
gift, which was designated for the Italian Mission, 
Dr. J. B. Bisceglia, Director, wrote to the Secretary 
of Woman’s Work: 


“T was not surprised when the total amount was 
announced, since it had been my privilege to speak 


before many enthusiastic gatherings. of our women 
in seven or eight states, and they all assured mé 


that they were increasing their contributions this 
year. Nevertheless, when the announcement was 
relayed to me, I bowed my head, and said, ‘Praise 
God from whom all blessings flow.” | 


He further stated that $15,000 has been given by 
his own people to the Building Fund, and he &% 
pected that $5,000 more will be given for pews and 
furnishings. Friends of the Mission in Kansas City 
had given (by September 12) over $8,000, and he 
thought that amount would be increased to $10,000 
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He says: “Please convey all our gratitude to the 
women of our Church, who have certainly done a 
magnificent job for Christ and His Kingdom, and 
extend to them a most cordial invitation to come 
and visit our work.” 3 


One of the elders of the church connected with 
the Mission, after hearing the letter which told the 
amount of the gift for the Mission, wrote to the 
Secretary of Woman’s Work; “We all agree that it 
was a dream come true. Such generosity will serve 
as a challenge for generations to come and a con- 
stant reminder to each of us here, that we in turn 
must exhibit to others, the spirit of our Presby- 
terian women... We hope our progress as a church 
will be further evidence of our gratefulness.”’ 


A third letter came from one of our Church 
women in Kansas City, and was warm in apprecia- 
tion of the gift made to the Italian Mission. 


Such expressions that have come to the office of 
the Committee on Woman’s Work make more real 
the importance of the Birthday Gift each year. It 
is important work that must be done through this 
special annual gift. It is for old and young alike 
that the effort is made, and how rich is the reward 
to those who make the gift possible is evident when 
we read, “All our people are eagerly awaiting this 
most important event in their lives, but especially 
those older people who wish to worship God in the 
new sanctuary before going to ‘the house of many 
mansions’.”? 


With every one whom contributed in any way to 


_ the 1946 Birthday Gift these words of appreciation 


are shared, with the sincere gratitude of the Com- 


mittee on Woman’s Work for the enthusiastic co- 


operation given to the Birthday Objective last 
spring, and the confidence that the 1947 Objective 
will be given even greater support. 


= 


Now There Are 2,000 Churches 


MRS. ANNA BALLAGH McALPINE 


By Rev. Chas. A. Logan, D.D. 


Mrs. Anna Ballagh McAlpine, wife of Rev. Dr. 
Robert E. McAlpine. missionary to Japan for forty- 


eight years, was called to her heavenly home on.‘ 


November 10, 1946, after a short illness, in Roa- 
noke, Va. 


One of the first four Christian pioneers to enter 
Japan in 1858 was Rev. James H. Ballagh. Dr. 
Verbeck was the orator; Dr. Hipburn was the phy- 
siclian; Dr. Brown was the educator; and Dr. Bal- 
lagh was eminently a man of prayer, Into this 
home of prayer on the Bluff in Yokohama was 


born a daughter on May 238, 1864, whom her pa- 


rents named Anna. 


One of the two pioneer missionaries sent by the 
Presbyterian Church in the U. S. to Japan was 
Robert McAlpine, who arrived in Yokohama in 
1885, and met Anna in her father’s home. She had 
completed her education in Tenafly, N. J., and 
come. back to Japan as a missionary in 1884. They 
Were married in the Kaigan Presbyterian Church, 
the first Christian building erected in the Land of 
the Rising Sun. Her life spans the history of the 


Christian Church from its beginning up to the’ 


present time. The first church was organized in 


1872, and today there are 2,000 churches. They 


saw in their first year one hundred baptized and 
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welcomed into the Church of Kochi, and it became 
the largest church in Japan. They spent most of 
their life in Nagoya. They saw the Golden Castle 
College for Women begin as a school with three 
pupils. Today it registers 2,400 with a faculty of 
100 teachers. They saw the Rise of the Modern 
Empire of Japan, regretted to see its power 
— by militarists, resulting in its defeat and 
eclipse. 


To their home in Nagoya our Father sent two 
sons and seven daughters. What a home of mis- 
sionaries it is! Clisby in early manhood was called 
to service on high. Evelyn married Rev. Robert 
Spencer, missionary to Japan, Marjorie married 
Prof. John Moore, son of a missionary who is 
superintendent of schools in Winston-Salem, N. C. 
Jean married Rev. Lee Palmore, missionary to 
Japan. Anna married Rev. Bowde Moore, mis- 
sionary to Japan. Estelle married Rev. E. H. Ham- 
ilton, missionary to China. Grace married Rev. 
Charles Worth, missionary to China. Lillian, the 
sweet singer, married Mr. Philip Butner, a banker 
in Winston-Salem, N. C. James married a mis- 
sionary’s daughter and serves as a missionary in 
Japan. Thirty-four grandchildren and four great- 
grandchildren can trace their ancestral lines back 
to that home of prayer on the Bluff in Yokohama. 


A friend of Mrs, McAlpine remarks: “She was 
beautiful in face, life and character. And as she 
lay in sleep, the beauty of heaven shone round 
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General Church News 


Rev. Alex. R. Batchelor Elected 
Director Of Negro Work 


At a meeting held in Atlanta, Ga., oe 7-8, 
the General Assembly’s Committee on e 
Work unanimously elected Rev. Alex. R. Batchelor 
of Richmond, Va., as Director of Negro Work for 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. Mr. Batchelor was 
born in Geneva, N. Y., shortly after his parents 
had moved to this country from Scotland. He 
moved at an early age to the South and virtually 
his entire life has been devoted to the service of 
the Presbyterian Church, U. S. He is a graduate 
of Presbyterian College at Clinton, S. C. and 
of Columbia Theological Seminary. He has also 
pursued postgraduate studies at the University 
of South Carolina, from which he holds the M.A. 
degree. Mr. Batchelor has held pastorates in Whit- 
mire and Spartanburg, S. C., and in Marion, N. C., 
and was for five years student pastor at the Uni- 
versity of Florida in Gainesville, Fla. Since 1938 
he has been actively associated with the work of 
the Executive Committee of Religious Education, 
having served successively as Regional Director 
of Religious Education for the Synods of Alabama 
and Tennessee jointly, and later for the Synod 
of Florida. For the past four years he has been 
a member of the Richmond staff of the Commit- 
tee and has served as Director of Sunday School 
Administration for the entire Assembly, Mr. 
Batchelor’s wide contacts throughout our Church 
and his thorough acquaintance with the program 
of our General Assembly as well as his deep in- 
terest in the welfare of the Negro people and his 
evangelistic spirit fit him in a peculiar way for 
the task to which he has been called, and the As- 
sembly’s Committee feels that it is most fortunate 
in being able to secure him as the Director of this 
important work for our Church. 


Mr. Batchelor will assume _ his new office on 
April 1, 1947. It has been decided that the head- 
quarters of the Committee on Negro Work will 
be located in Atlanta, Ga., and Mr. and Mrs. 
Batchelor will make their home in that city. 


A Report On The Home Mission 
Emergency Fund 


Many interested inquiries as to the results of the _ 


Home Mission Emergency Fund Campaign have 
been received. For the benefit of others who are 
equally interested the following information is 
given: 


On December 31, $265,865.93 had been received 
at the office of the Treasurer of the Home Mission 
Council. This is an increase over the same period 
last year of $82,604.07. While this splendid re- 
sponse is encouraging, the amount received is 
only 44 percent of the goal of $600,000.00 author- 
ized by the General Assembly. 


The annual meeting of the Assembly’s Home 
Mission Council is set for February 11-13, Each 
year of the Emergency Campaign several thousand 
dollars have been received by the Treasurer after 
the Council Meeting. It is hoped that all funds 
now in the hands of treasurers will be sent in 


promptly, so the Council may approach the ques 
tion of appropriations with more complete infor 
mation as to the total amount given by the Church. 


Central Treasurers and Church Treasurers are 
requested to remit any gifts for this Cause now ip 
hand to: B. K. Tenney, Treasurer, 803 Henry Grady 
Building, Atlanta 8, Ga. 


S. B. Lapsley, Secretary of 
The Assembly’s Home Mission Council. 


— 


South Jacksonville, Fla. 


The first three quarters of the church year has 
been a most wonderful manifestation of God’s 
grace in the South Jacksonville (Presbyterian 
Church, of which the Rev. Stephen T. Harvin is 
minister. 


_ The Church has progressed far above the ex- 
pectation of its people in spite of its handicap in 
not being able to complete its new plant due to 
building conditions. 


The attendance has been splendid at all the ser 
vices. The contributions have increased over last 
vear. Our askings by the Presbytery for the Home 
Mission Emergency Fund of $1,000.00 has been 
raised. The spiritual life can well be measured by 
the number of new members who have united with 
the Church during this time, this number being 
seventy-eight, about 560 percent of whom have 
come on confession of faith. 


The Woman’s Auxiliary is one of the fine organ- 
izations of the Church, and under the leadership of 
its president, Mrs. M, E. Taylor, has worked most 
efficiently with the entire program of the Church. 


We have a grand young people’s work, which 
has shown marked progress during the year under 
the leadership of Miss Dorothy Pace, director of 
Religious Education. | 


The various Christmas services, with the excel- 
lent music under the direction of Mrs. Kingsbury 
W. Norton, were attended by capacity crowds. 


Called Meeting Of Central 
Mississippi Presbytery 


The Presbytery of Central Mississippi met, 
according to a call issued by..the Moderator, in 


the First Presbyterian Church, Kosciusko, Miss. 


January 3, 1947, at 2:30 P.M. 


The meeting was called to order by the Mode 
rator, Rev. J. M. Looney and constituted with 
prayer by Rev. R. S. Lowe. The roll was taken and 
the following were present: oe 


Ministers: O. W. Wardlaw, H. S. Robinson, J. 
P. Simmons, R. S. Lowe, J. R. Smith, E. L. Jackson, 
R. G. Valentine, D. M. Mounger and J. M. Looney. 


Elders: Hugh Potts, Kosciusko; C. G. Van 
Kuren, Durant. Rev, E Boyce of East Miss. 
Presbytery was recognizd and invited to sit as 4 
visiting brother. 
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KING COLLEGE 


Founded 
1867 
Presbyterian - Co-educational 
High Standards of Scholarship 
Positive Christian Influences 
Scholarships 


| B.A. Degree | 
For catalog, write R. T. L. Liston, President, Box “J,” Bristol, Tenn. 


A quorum was declared present according to Contributions Of The Presbyterian 

ie Book of Church Order, Para. 73. Church (U.S.) To The General 
11 was read and found in order and Pres- 7 : ‘ 

Bo thee proceeded to the business of the meet- Assembly's Training School 

ing. | | For The Month Of December: 

Rev. H. S. Robinson requested Presbytery to. 1946 .. $ 1,867.87 
iisolve the pastoral relationships between him- 1986. 1,617.82 
vif and the Durant, Goodman, Pickens and Sallis — 

Presbyterian Churches. e Year: 
$23,259.68 

After hearing from Elder C. G. Van Kuren of 1945 20.660.97 
that the churches concurred, with regret, ,660. 
in Mr. Robinson’s request, the Presbytery voted sahdinihasnpenammi 

t. 

A motion was made and seconde at a Certifi- , Knig 
ate of Dismission Accepts Call 

ted to Rev. H. S. Robinson, an at the e ‘ i ‘ ee 
to write a letter commending Fi minister of the 
him to Mecklenburg Presbytery, and also to ex- oon Fila., 
mess our regrets at losing this faithful and useful grega ion on Sun- 
: ; : al y morning, in order that he might accept a call 
Presbyter. This motion was carried, to the First Presbyterian Church at Crestview, Fla. 


The has called a meeting for 
Its of the work in Westminster Chapel; and next Sunday to act on his resignation and request 

anette that Presbytery authorize a Commission Presbytery to dissolve the relationship. 7 

0 organize Westminster Presbyterian Church. He will leave on January 27 for Crestview and 
Mr. Donald E. Dore of Westminster Chapel ex- take up his new work on the first Sunday in Feb- 


Rev. J. R. Smith reported on the encouraging 


pressed the desire of the members of that chapel ruary. 

to have a church organized. 

Presbytery appointed the following Commission i Rev. McIlwaine In Japan 

organize the church as requested, the date and Nashville 1, Tenn. 

ther details of organization to be decided upon January 7, 1947. 

by the Commission after conference with Rev. J. o 

the Executive Committee o oreign Missions of- 

Hough, Dr. W. A. Hall, Dr. R. G. Lowe. | 

Elders: Otis Barry, R. G. Kennington, R. 

MeArthur, R. L. Landis, R. F. Cooper and J. A. 

Broome. PRESBYTERIAN JUNIOR COLLEGE 


Begin September, January, June or July 


Standard Freshman and Sophomore Courses 
leading to A.A. or A.S. Degree. 


Preparatory: 10th, 11th, 12th Grades. 
Veterans’ Refresher. 
Business Administration. 
Flight: Private Pilot, Commercial, 


Rev. J. R. Smith requested Evangelistic powers 
at Westminster Church until such time as Elders 
‘uld be elected and installed, Presbytery granted 
his request. 


The minutes were read and approved. Presby- 
try adjourned after prayer by Rev. H. S. Robin- 
wn, J. Moody McDill, Stated Clerk. 


PUP UP UP UP UP TP 


3¢ 


ee Instructor Rating. 
Director Of Evangelism To Aircraft and Engine Mechanics, 
: Vocational Courses Prepare to Operate 
Reside In Atlanta 


The address of Rev. H. H. Thompson, D.D., Di- 
tebor of Evangelism, is being changed after Jan- Registration Fee $5.00 7 
4 to 973 Peachtree, Battle Avenue, At- P. O. Box B-4 Maxton, N. C. ; 


Apartments Available for Married Students. ; 
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Meeting Of Affiliation 


The American Scientific Affiliation, a group of 
Christian men interested in correlating the Bible 
and science, held its first nation-wide convention 
in Wheaton, Ill., August 28-30, 1946. Those at- 
tending came from eight different states. 


Each session began with a devotional period of 
Scripture and prayer. Representatives from six 
Christian and two secular colleges, as well as mem- 
bers of the faculty of three Bible institutes or 
seminaries and industrial experts presented papers 
on the authenticity of the Scriptures in their vari- 
ous fields. Biology, Chemistry, Archaeology, Medi- 
cine, Geology, and Education were viewed in the 
light of Scripture yielding valuable harmonies. 


The film, ‘“‘The God of Creation,” produced by 
Erwin Moon, was approved by the group, Two 
symposia were held. One was “The Value of the 
Argument from Design and Purpose in Nature” 
and the other was “The Extent of Changes of 
Species Since Creation.” Dr. Allan A. MacRae 
spoke on the value of archaeology for general and 
special corroboration of the Scriptures as well as 
its help in making the meaning of the Old Testa- 
ment known, and warned against unwise use of 
archaeology in Scripture corroboration. Dr. Cor- 
nelius Van Til illustrated from recent works by 
scientists that their tendency is to rule out the 
Christian view although they claim open-minded- 
ness. The use of the plagues of Egypt to combat 
confidence in Egyptian gods was illustrated by 
Dr. Paul R. Bauman. a 


BOOKS FOR BIBLE STUDENTS 


The Shadow Of Coming Events. By Harry Rimmer. $2.50. 
This book contains in one volume the four prophetic books of 
Dr. Rimmer: “Palestine, The Coming Storm Center’; “The 
Coming War And The Rise Of Russia’; “The Coming League 
And The Roman Dream’; and “The Coming King.” Brought 
up to date after World War II, it is a most stimulating pene- 
tration into prophecy, Much of that predicted has already oc- 
curred or seems about to occur. 


What Is Faith? By Dr. J. Gresham Machen. $2.50. A con- 
slaeration of faith in its highest and plainest manifestations: 
the faith enjoined in the New Testament. 


Christianity And Liberalism. By Dr. J. Gresham Machen. 
$2.50. This book clearly delineates the differences between 
supernatural, historical, Biblical Christianity and liberalism. 


New Testament Guide. By John H. Bratt. $1.50. The con- 
ciseness of this guide book will immediately appeal to those 
seeking clarity of teaching and thoroughness of study in a 
limited length of time. The theme is developed in detail in 
such a way as to emphasize the content of the book to be 
studied. This work already is in use as a textbook in high 


Order These And Other Books Advertised 


In This Magazine Direct From 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 
Weaverville . North Carolina 


wwe 


B. P.. Sutherland showed that recent work on 
nucleonics hints that radiations of lesser intensity 
may have permitted the early patriarchs to have 
a greater longevity. Irving A. Cowperthwaite re 
ported Acheson’s discovery that the organic ma 
terials in straw were of aid in brick-making, not 
as a mechanical binder, but to hasten the setting 
of brick. Hence, the stubble used by the Israelites 


was a satisfactory substitute for the straw. Both T 


Dr. Walter Wilson and R, Laird Harris warned § whi 
against lack of factual material and unwise usé say 
of facts in confirming the Scriptures. William J as : 
J. Tinkle emphasized that'a number of modem & any 
varieties of plants have been improved by im @ hav. 
porting and crossing wild varieties from other 

countries and not so much by improving less valu- T 
able local types. Pre 


_ Any scientists interested in the task of review- 
ing, preparing, and distributing information on 
the authenticity, historicity, and scientific aspects 
of the Holy Scriptures may consult Dr. Marion E 
Barnes, 227 East Lincoln Street, Wheaton, Ill \bi 
Dr. Barnes is secretary of the American Scientific 39 


Affiliation. | 
CHURCH UNION REPRINTS Min 
AGAIN AVAILABLE 

oe: 


In answer to many requests we have again re 
printed the Analysis of the Plan of Union, to mor 
gether with an article by Dr. William Crowe and Wl 
another by Dr. Nelson Bell. These will be sent free Ma 
in such quantities as needed to give to all me 
bers of your Session. Write at once telling us how 
many to send you. The Southern Presbyter# hel 
Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. ie 
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BOOK REVIEWS 


THE FACTS AND MYSTERIES OF 
THE CHRISTIAN FAITH 


By Albertus ‘Pieters, D.D. Wm. B. Eerdmans Pub- 
ishing Company, 212 pp; $1.50. | 
This little book has all the easy balance and 
frm, muscular weight that we wish to use when 
we talk of revealed faith. Our faith seems obvious 
i us when thinking of it, yet it proves to be 
iifficult to put before others in a poised, urgent 
way. The book of Pieters does this with surprising 
finality, taking each major item of Christian 
enviction on its Biblical basis. It is Biblical 


theology, though the name sounds rather too pre- 


‘entious for so small and simple a book. 


We wish at times to put one of the great books 
on theology in a home that needs a mature out- 
lok. When we think of the classics in theology, 
we know .they call for time and practiced read- 
ing habits, so that they are beyond the patience 
of laymen; and perhaps beyond their pocketbooks. 


But a layman can read Pieters. Experience as a 
teacher has served to condense and yet temper 
his writing. Laymen have been impressed by looser, 
liberal ideas that sift from academic and maga- 
tine sources. They have a pronounced belief that 
Christianity is open to question and is on a par 
with all other religions. They will be pleasantly 
parted from that view by this small book, 


A century ago, sound judgment was fed by 
several excellent books on Christian faith that 
were found in homes with any desire for Chris- 
tian development. Today they read a flood of 
print high-pressured by the book clubs and re- 
viewers, consisting of novels and essays written 
by those who either scorn Christian faith or toy 
with fringes of it. For religion has proved to be 
a good subject for money-making stories, if they 
are free-handed enough with vital convictions. It 
is well to place in the hand of readers a book of 
avowed Christian convictions that is at once racy 
and test-worthy. 


The book of Pieters supplies the material out of 
which granite convictions are built. It is safe to 
say that it is more satisfying to scholars as well 
as novices in the field of Christian writing than 
any of the more elaborate theological books that 
have been produced in the last fifty years. | 

—Willis Thompson. 

This book may be ordered from: The Southern 

Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


PREACHING FROM SAMUEL 
By Andrew W. Blackwood. Published by the 


don-Cokesbury Press, Nashville, Tenn, Price 


The lack of expository preaching is well known. 
Ministers know that virtually all the sermons they 
read are topical, and that texts are usually mot- 
toes. Laymen know that the preaching they are 
most benefitted by is the sort that explains the 
words of a given’ text and applies them practically. 
Many can testify to the value of following the ex- 
position of an entire book of the Bible. 


Ministers will find Dr. Blackwood’s latest book 
helpful for such preaching. The author is to be 
Commended for his selection of the seldom preached 


The Bible Expositor And 
-_TIluminator 
_ COMPLETE STUDY QUARTERLY 
| ON THE 


INTERNATIONAL SUNDAY SCHOOL - 
LESSON TOPICS | 

FOR 

PASTORS 


SUNDAY SCHOOL SUPERINTENDENTS 
BIBLE CLASS TEACHERS 


Price: 35c a single copy; $1.25 a year, 
by subscription. 


ORDER YOURS TODAY 


UNION GOSPEL PRESS 


CLEVELAND (1) OHIO 


‘books of Samuel as his material. He is also to be 


commended for his suggestions for careful study 


and preparation. 


~ 


The books of Samuel, the author points out, pe- 


culiarly fit a time of reconstruction. Their one idea 
throughout is said to be this: “In days of rebuild- 
ing, the leader of the nation needs to discover and 
to carry out the will of God.” The material is 
grouped under three heads: The Pastor Who 
Guides In Rebuilding; The Ruler Who Fails In 
Rebuilding; The Man Who Leads In Rebuilding. 
It is obvious at many points, however, that the 
material cannot be grouped as easily as the author 
suggests. 


A disappointing feature of this book is the lack 
of emphasis upon Christ in His saving work. Christ, 
the Prophet, the Priest, and the King, is the theme 
of the Scripture. Christ must be proclaimed by 
every sermon. He is to be preached also from the 
books of Samuel. —Adrian De Young. 


THE VOICE OF THANKSGIVING 


Compiled and edited by the Moody Bible Insti- 
tute of Chicago, Ill. Published by The Moody Press, 
153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, Ill. 


_ The title of the hymnals, “‘The Voice Of Thanks- 
giving,” is taken from Psalm 26:7. This particular 
one is the fifth that has been published by the 
Moody Bible Institute. In the words of Dr. Will 
Houghton, President of the Moody Bible Institute: 
“It is intended to serve as a defender of the Faith. 
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holding forth the Word of Life for joyful and con- 
fident vocal utterance.’”’ 


There are 395 hymns and choruses in this vol- 
ume and 39 responsive readings. At the beginning 
there is a table of contents and at the end a 
topical index and an index of titles and first lines. 
Some of the choicest of the old hymns of the 
Church are to be found in this book and also some 
of the beautiful new gospel hymns. It is a splendid 
book for young people’s or adult groups and is at- 
tractively bound in maroon with gold lettering. 
This hymnal will undoubtedly be a great musical 
contribution to the evangelical churches of our day. 

—Clifford Smith. 


This book may be ordered from: The Southern 


Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


GOING TO CHURCH WITH 
BETTY AND BOB 


Published by the Standard Publishing Company, 
Cincinnati, Ohio. Price $1.00. 


“Going To Church With Betty And Bob”’ is a 
beautifully illustrated children’s book containing 
Scripture verses, stories, songs, prayers, and poems. 
In this little booklet various aspects of the child’s 
spiritual needs are treated under four main head- 
ings: In God’s House, Jesus Loves Us, God Is 
Good, and We Give Thanks. The Scripture refer- 
ence is given on which each Bible story is based, 
and also a memory verse for the child to learn in 
connection with each story. Every person who is 
attempting to teach the things of God to pre- 
schoo] children, whether at home, in the Sunday 
School, or in the kindergarten, will gain valuable 
assistance from the use of this book. 

—Clifford Smith. 


This book may be ordered from: The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


AND SOME BELIEVED 


By Chaplain Arthur F. Glasser. Published by 
The Moody Press, 153 Institute Place, Chicago 10, 
Ill. Price $2.00. 


Chaplain Glasser has compressed a great.many 
experiences into comparatively few pages. The 
book covers the interval from his sailing from San 
Francisco until his return, and includes all his 
overseas duty. During this time the author~went 
through New Zealand, then was stationed with the 
First Marine Division in Australia, and later fol- 
lowed them through the fighting. 


In all his book the author never stops preaching. 
In many of the conversations and to all types of 
people the way of salvation is explained. No one 
could read this book without knowing, intellectu- 
ally at least, the way of salvation. 


Christians will find their hearts warmed by the 
reading of this limited autobiography of a chap- 
lain who went everywhere preaching the gospel 
‘“‘and some believed.’’ —McKinley Weaver. 

This book may be ordered from: The Southern 
Presbyterian Journal Company, Weaverville, N. C. 


Special Clearance Sale Of 
This Valuable Book 


PELOUBET’S SELECT NOTES FOR 10947 
By Wilbur M. Smith 


Only $1.75, postpaid, to 
the first twenty 
ordering. The seventy- 

third volume of this * 
great commentary. It 
contains the greatest 
possible wealth of 


tical help for pastors, 
teachers and Bible stv- 
dents on the Interna- 
tional Bible Lessons for 
Christian Teaching, s0 
mea complete and tabulated 
that it can be easily and 
effectively used. 


More than 100 pictures and maps— t 
in color—illustrate the text. : 


Order Direct From — 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weaverville . North Carolina 


IT’S A SHAME 
By Rev. L. T. Wilds, D.D.* 


The shame is that our whole Church is just 
playing at its supreme and Christ-given mission of 
giving the Gospel to the world—especially in the 
matter of furnishing the money that is necessary. 
What do we ask of our membership of 500,000 for 
Foreign Missions for the entire year, 1947-48? 
$1,430,600.00, or about $3.00 per member, or what 
the average member will spend on mere pleasure 
in a month or two. For Home Missions, we 
$699,750.00, or about $1.50 per member. And for 
all of our 12 Assembly’s Causes we ask $3,110, 


000.00, or about $6.00 per member. If that is not | 
merely playing at the Church’s mission, if that 1s | 


not a shame, we do not know what is. Talk about 


_ sacrifice (Matt. 16:24)! We Presbyterians do not 


know the meaning of the word, We look at the 
eross of Christ; and then we give Him only the 
crumbs from our tables, only what may be left 
over after we have indulged ourselves in our 
pleasures and luxuries. 


We think that the removal of this shame must 
begin with the higher-ups who determine the “ask- 
ings” of the Church. They are its leaders, and n0 
organization ever goes beyond its leadership. They 
need to “raise their sights” considerably in orde! 
to set before the Church a worthy aim for its giv 
ing. They need to get more faith, not. only in God, 
but in the people or members of the Chur 
faith in their ability, their interest, their liber 
ality, their love and loyalty to Christ, and their 
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nsecration to Him. Such faith would lead our 
fxecutive Committees to ask far more than they 
ze asking. Doubtless they would reply that they 
ure asking on the basis of what the Church has 
given in the past. But, in Heaven’s name, where 
ye we to seek the standard for our Christian con- 
ict and duty? Is it in what we have done in the 
past—Wwhich may be utterly sinful? Or are we to 
eek it in the Word of God, of Christ our Lord? 


Yes, and we preachers need to have more faith 
in the people, our people—that they will follow 
where we lead them. We are the captains of our 
church companies. A captain in the army receives 
orders from above, transmits them to his com- 
pany, and goes before it and leads it—and it will 
follow. And if we preachers will do that, with 
arnestness and zeal, our people will follow. . 


Dr. Darby Fulton tells us that, on account of in- 


fation in China and elsewhere, it is impossible to . 


send out some of our missionaries—unless more 
money is available. It has always been that way: 
the lack has been, not lives or those who are will- 
ing to go, but the money necessary to send them 
out. If that is not a shame on the Church, we do 
nt know what could be. 


Let those who name the askings of our Church 
have faith in our people and set béfore them a 
worthy goal. And then let our preachers have faith 
in the people and call upon them in Christ’s name 
to reach the goal. And our host of consecrated 
men, women and young people will do it. 


*Hendersonville, N. C. 


Christian Race Relationship 
By Rev. Wm. F. Junkin* 


Several weeks ago there was held in the Pres- 


byterian Church in Tazewell, Va., a very inspir- | 


ing, helpful, and exemplary service. 


A Mr. Holley, a negro barber, held in high re- 
gard by all people of the community, white and 
black, had died. The buildings of the several negro 
churches are small. The officers of the Presby- 
terlan Church offered the use of their beautiful 


building for the funeral service. The main audi- 


torlum was crowded with negroes. The large Sun- 
day School assembly room, thrown open to the 
main auditorium, was about two thirds full of 
white people. The service was conducted by negro 
and white Pastors. Mr. Freeman, Pastor of the 
Presbyterian Church, read a very beautiful sum- 
mary of the life and character of Mr. Holley. 
The choir was composed of members of the differ- 
ent white churches, A negro woman sang a solo. 


The impression on the community was profound. 
One man of an old Tazewell family said to me: 
‘This is an example of the best of the South.” 


The relation between the whites and negroes 
in this town is unusually fine. One notes this 
cordial relationship in the pleasant greetings be- 
ween white and black as they meet on the streets. 
We never hear of inter-racial trouble. Every sum- 
mer, in addition to the Daily Vacation Bible 
Schools for white children, there is a D. V. B. S. 
for negro children held in the educational build- 
ing of the Presbyterian Church, with an atten- 

nee of more than a_ hundred. 


THE SOUTHERN PRESBYTERIAN JOURNAL 


ATTENTION 
The Year’s Six Best Books 


Six outstanding religious books published 
during 1946 have been selected at our request 
by Rev. John R. Richardson, D.D., Book Re- 
view Editor of The Southern Presbyterian 

Any of these may be ordered di- 
— from us ... Dr. Richardson’s selec- 
ions: 


THE NEW MODERNISM 


By Cornelius Van Til, Ph.D. Price _.. 
BREAKFAST TABLE 
AUTOCRAT 

By Richard Elsworth Day. Price ..... 
THE INFALLIBLE WORD 
A Symposium by Members of the 
Faculty of Westminster Seminary. 


Price ... 
THEREFORE STAND 


By Wilbur M. Smith. Price 
REMAKING THE 

MODERN MIND 

By Casi &. Henry. Pree .............. 
THE REFORMED DOCTRINE 

OF JUSTIFICATION 

|: 


x 


Journal. 


3.75 


$3.00 


. $3.00 


The Southern Presbyterian Journal 


Weavervillé . North Carolina 


“AGAIN WE CALL 


If this kind of Christian recognition oan regard 
were more rea] and exemplified here and all over 
our Southland, there would be less talk of that 
kind of mixing of the races which is not to be 
desired by right thinking people of either race. 


“Tazewell, Va. 


Paul’s Religion A Religion 
Of Redemption 


“The religion of Paul ... is a religion of re- 
demption. Jesus, according to Paul, came to earth 
not to say something, but to do something; He 
was primarily not a teacher, but a Redeemer. He 
came, not to teach men how to live, but to give 


them a new life through His atoning death. He. 


was, indeed, also a teacher, and Paul attended 
to His teaching, But His teaching was all in vain 
unless it led to the final acceptance of His re- 
demptive work. Not the details of Jesus’ life, 
therefore, but the redemptive acts of death and 
resurrection are at the center of the religion of 
Paul. The teaching and example of Jesus, accord- 
ing to Paul, are valuable only as a means to an 
end, valuable in order that through a revelation 
of Jesus’ character saving faith may be induce 

and valuable thereafter in order that the saving 
work may be brought to its fruition in holy living. 
But all that Jesus said and did ,was for the pur- 
pose of the Cross. ‘He loved me’, says Paul, ‘and 
gave Himself for me.’ There is the heart and core 
of the religion of Paul.”” —J. Gresham Machen. 


& 
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